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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplist. 
FAMILIAR SERMONS,—NO. VII. 


Dan. Vv, 27. Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting. 

There is no depth of wickedness to which human nature, when 
left uncontrolled by divine restraints, is not capable of sinking. 
The fear of God may sometimes operate to deter from the commis- 
sion of crimes. But when sinners have long been practised in 
wickedness, after many a struggle, they are capable of so far doing 
violence to the dictates of their consciences, as to set even the 
Almighty at defiance. Thus, we hear the hardened and impious 
king of Egypt exclaiming, “1 know not the Lord, neither will I 
let Israel go.” ‘There was scarcely less presumption in the con- 
duct of Belshazzar, the haughty king of Chaldea. His father had 
been taught in a most effectual manner, that the King of heaven is 
the Most High over all the earth, and that he is to be feared and 
honored by every rational creature. Yet the solemn lesson, which 
extorted this acknowledgment from the father, was lost upon the 
son. In the context, we have a striking instance of his hardened 
impiety. Ata great feast, which he had made for a thousand of 
his lords, he commanded to bring the sacred vessels of gold and 
silver, which his father had taken from the temple at Jerusalem, 
that the king and his guests might drink therein. From these 
sacred vessels they drank their wine; and they praised their gods 
of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood and of stone. But 
this daring profanation did not escape the notice of the God of 
Israel, whose institutions had, in this way, been contemned. For 
behold, in the same hour, while they were celebrating this impious 
feast, there came forth fingers of a man’s hand and wrote upon the 
plaster of the wall in the king’s palace. It was a message from the 
Lord: a message which, even before its explanation, filled him with 
terror. «His countenance was changed, and his thoughts tronbled 
him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote 
oue against another.’ When interpreted, the message was found 
to contain these three alarming sentences addressed directly to the 
king. «God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. ‘Thou 
art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. Thy kingdom 
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is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.” The event proy. 


ed the truth of the interpretation. For the same night was the city 
of Babylon taken, and the king slain. ‘ 

The conduct of men, though they may but little regard the Mos 
High, is still weighed in a most perfect balance. The Lord behelq 
from heaven the profligate and haughty king of Babylon, in his im. 
pious profanation of the sacred vessels, and as he acted in a public 
capacity, began to bring him to the test of perfect justice. And 
what was the result? He was weighed in the balances, and found 
wanting. In the same balances are weighed the whole human fam. 
ily; all the exercises of their hearts, and their whole conduct. | 
is proposed therefore to contemplate this passage, written immedi. 
ately by the finger of God, as universally applicable. 

Let us, first, consider the balance in which the hearts and conduct 
of men are to be weighed; and, secondly, bring them to this test, 

I. The balance, by which the hearts and lives of mankind are to 
be tried, is the moral law. It was this law, which, with one posi- 
tive institute, formed the rule of conduct proposed to our first par. 
ents. Ata subsequent period, it was brought into a regular form, 
and published from Mount Sinai, as the great law of righteousness, 
which is universally binding upon moral agents. This law is in. 
deed drawn out into a number of distinct commandments, embrac- 
ing duties to God and our fellow creatures. But they are all con- 
densed into this general summary, on which our Savior himself 
teaches us, hang all the law and the prophets. «Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind; and thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Exact 
justice is the basis on which the law is founded. God requires of 
man not the love of a seraph; but he still requires perfect love, the 
whole love of which manis capable. He requires all the heart, all 
the soul, and all the mind, and a benevolence toward others, which 
is limited only by natural ability. The Divine Being is possessed 
of every possible excellence. In him is light, and no darkness at 
all. All his ways are perfect: he isa God of truth and without in- 
iquity. Itis therefore but reasonable, that his creatures should be 
required to love him to the extent of their faculties. Of course, the 
law of God is bat the law of reason. It claims but a reasonable 
service, While it demands, of every rational creature, an undivided 
and unwavering affection; an affection, which is never lukewarm, 
never imperfect. Every thing short of this is a transgression of 
this law. The plea of imperfection can never be admitted for vio- 
Jating the least of its requirements. As it demands nothing unrea- 
sonable, nothing which is above the rights of the Divine Being, o 
the ability of men, it can never admit the least departure from a per- 
fect observance of its injunctions. While our first parents were in 
a state of innocence, this was the rule of their conduct. As it has 
never been repealed, it is still the law of their posterity. Because 
mankind have apostatized from their Maker, and lost their disposi- 
tion to obey his commands, it is not the less reasonable that he should 
be loved. He is stil worthy of their perfect love. Nothing has 














1847, Familiar Sermons.....Wo. Vil. AQ] 


peen subtracted from his character. He is still the same holy, 
righteous and glorious Jehovah, who is good unte all, and whose 
tender mercies are over all his works. Why then should the law 
be accommodated to the weakness and imperfection of man? Why 
should it make allowance for dishonor done to the divine character? 
But it does not: it is still in full force. Not one jot, nor one tittle, 
of the law, as our Savior himself informs us, can possibly fail, until 
all is fulfilled. By this law mankind are bound to love God, during 
their whole lives, not only supremely, but with their whole hearts, 
without intermission or abatement. The least violation of the law 
of perfect love, even in thought, subjects the offender to everlasting 
death. **The soul that sinneth, it shall die.’ The commandments 
of God are exceeding broad. They extend to the inmost recesses 
of the soul, and demand the whole heart. Such is the rule of right- 
eousness by which mankind are to be tried. This is the balance, 
in which their whole conduct, from the cradle to the grave, is to be 
weighed. 

if. Iam now, to bring the hearts and lives of men to this test. 

In this balance are they weighed: and should they here be found 
wanting, it will be to no purpose that they are no worse than their 
fellow men; or that they persuade themselves, that they have com- 
mitted but few acts of wickedness. Will the hearts and lives of men 
stand the test of the divine law? The law, we have seen, demands 
of every man that he love the Lord his God with all his heart, with 
all his soul, and with all his mind, and forbids the least deviation 
from this perfect rule of duty. But what are the lives of men, when 
compared with this standard? Will they sustain the test and ap- 
pear guiltless? Can any among our apostate race wash their hands 
in innocence? Can any say, we are clean? Who, with a just sense 
of the extent and purity of the law, would dare to disown theii 
guilt? Will any pretend that there have been no deviations in their 
lives from this rule of rectitude? Will any say, with the young 
man in the Gospel, «All these have I kept from my youth up.” 
‘They may, indeed, with his ignorance of himself and of the law. 
They may not have been prefane and profligate; they may not have 
heen guilty of open offences; but have they complied with all which 
the law requires? Have their souls always been ravished with the 
divine glory and excellence? In the review of their lives, can they 
discover no seasons, when they have loved the world more than 
God, or when the things of this life have occupied too large a share 
in their affections? Is their attention arrested by no ebullitions of 
passion, no envy, pride nor selfishness: no propensities which the 
law prohibits? And have they always cherished and exhibited the 
same love for their neighbors as for themselves; and uniformly been 
disposed to do good as they had opportunity? In short, has God 
been all in all to them, and have they in thought, word and con- 
duct, at all times, aimed at his glory, and made the happiness ot 
their fellow creatures a continual object of desive and pursuit? In 
view of these details of what they must be in order to fulfil the di- 
vine law, imperfect as they are, do any find themselves eompelicd 
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to plead guilty? If so, they are weighed in the balance, and found 
wanting. One deviation is suflic ient to convict them. How they 
will they stand by the law, when their hearts and lives are full of 
iniquity? As the law makes no allowance for transgression, as if 
cannot possibly louk with the least indulgence upon sin, they stand 
condemned. ‘The law of God is broken, and his wrath lies upon 
them. Let them listen to the language of the commandment, which 
they have violated. +The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” “Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things which are written jp 
the book of the law to do them.” ‘The law then presents nothing 
but condemnation and death. Whither then will they fly, or how 
will they hope to escape the sentence, which dooms them to remedi. 
less destruction. 

But are any disaffected with the law. Seme, perhaps, may be dis. 
posed to consider it as tov severe, especially since human nature is 
so degenerated that it is naturally inclined to sin, and in this view of 
it are ready to flee from the law to the Gospel. Alas! with such 
views of the Jaw, they will find no refuge there. The Savior will 
never take part with them against the law. He came down from 
heaven to fulfil it, and to do it honor, and has declared that not one 
jot of it shall pass away unfulfilled. ‘The Gospel was never de- 
signed to set aside the law, as cruel and oppressive, or as a statute 
the requirements of which God would dispense with. «Where- 
fore.’’ says the apostle Paul, **the law is holy, and the command- 
ment holy, and just, and good.” «Do we then make void the law 
through faith? God forbid, yea, we establish the law.” Thus dis- 
posed toward the law, therefore, none can hope, by the provisions 
of the Gospel, to escape the penalty to which they are exposed, 
Why should not a just, and holy, and righteous law be executed 
on offenders? It is not too strict in its requirements: it Is not severe 
in its penalty. No stain could then be attached to his government, 
or character, should God execute the penalty to its full extent. He 
would appear glorious in his justice, although he should doom the 
whole race of “offe nders to hopeless misery. ‘Thus ruined is the 
whole human family. Weighed in the balance of God’s Justice, 
they are found wanting, and the sword of almighty vengeance is 
lifted to devour them. 

But is there no hope? Is there nothing before the sinner but 
despair? Yes: behold the Savior calls, «*Lock unto me, and be ye 
saved all the ends of the earth.” There is, indeed, no salvation 
which affords the sinner the least encouragement in regarding the 
law with disapprebation. But there is ground of bope in the Gos- 
pel, which teaches, that «Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us.” He appeared in the world to 
declare the rizhteousness of God, that he might be just, and support 
the honor of the law, and yet the justifier of all them who should 
believe in Jesus. Hence an apostle says, «There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” And in another place, «For 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness, to every one that be- 
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jicveth.” Here then we see the ground of hope to the sinner. He 
las no encouragement that the Savior will unite with him in his 
opposition to the law. The salvation which is provided is in per- 
fect consistency with its highest dignity. A compliance with the 
Gospel, therefore, implies an approbation of the sentence of the 
law. ‘The sinner must believe in Christ, carrying in his heart and 
in his lips a justification of its awful sanctions. And be must look 
for salvation, not because he might not in justice be cast away, but 
as a mere act of mercy to a justly condemned sinner. In this way, 
there is forgiveness with God for the vilest transgressors. Let 
them approach the throne of his mercy as mere suppliants, accept- 
ing the punishment of their sins, and prepared to justify God, 
although he should make them forever miserable. All this is neces- 
sarily included in saving faith. Hence those, who believe in Christ, 
are usually found to possess such deep views of their own vileness, 
and dare not indulge the least hope except in the sovereign mercy 
of God. 

For such sinners as believe in Christ, therefore, there is hope. 
But what views must we entertain of those, who are destitute of 
faith? They are under condemnation. ‘There is no condemnation 
to those who are in Christ Jesus. But such as do not believe are 
condemned already. ‘They are thrown back upon the law. With 
the Gospel they have no concern, only as the abuse which has been 
cast upon it, enhances the punishment which awaits them. It is 
uo unfrequent sel{-flattery with sinners, that their future condition 
will be improved by the Gospel, although they should never em- 
brace it with their hearts: that they shall not be judged and pun- 
ished with all that severity, which would have attended them, had 
they died without mercy under the law. But all this is delusion, 
‘The law, we have seen, is not set aside or repeaied. It is still ap- 
proved by all holy beings, and must have iis course upon those, 
Who have no interest in Christ. 

Such, my unbelieving friends, is your alarming condition. You 
are weighed in the balance and found wanting. Your sins have 
rendered you obnoxious to the penalty of God’s law. By this, we 
lave seen, even one sin would turn the scale against you. What 
then must be the sentence denounced against a whole life of sin? 
The law passes over no part of your life. It searches your inmost 
soul, and even your very retirements, and demands satisfaction to 
the utmost. By the law you have no hope. It condemns you with- 
out mercy to everlasting destruction. And yet you refuse the pro- 
Visions of the Gospel. Where then is your hope? Whither can 
you fly, if you neglect so great salvation? Christ delivers from 
coudemnation. He died for a guilty world, that the world through 
him might have life. O! flee to him for safety: not with an accu- 
sation in vour heart against the law. Sensible that you are justly 
condemned, may you repair to Christ as guilty, and ruined, and 
helpless. Then will you feel your need of an Almighty Savior, 
and, with sinking Peter, will exclaim, «Lord save me.” May 
God, of his great mercy, give you such a view of his law, and such 
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an application of it to your souls, that you may know that you are 
altogether vile. ‘Then will the pride of your heart be subdued, and 
you will cry out with the apostle, ««O wretched man that I am, who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death??? With such views, 
the Gospel, as a system of grace, will appear precious to you, 
Your only hope will be the divine favor, and your only prayer, 
«God be merciful to me a sinner.” 


For the Pagoplis; 
THEOLOGICAL REMARKS.—NO. ¥. 


Have the appointed heirs of salvation any cause for boasting jn 
view of their high destination? Does the purpose of the Supreme 
Being, by which their salvation is to be accomplished, originate in 
them? in other words, is their holiness the cause or foundation of 
God’s purpose to save them? With a view to settle such inquiries, 
I submit the following proposition, upon which I shall offer a few 
remarks. 


The purpose of God to save his chosen people is not founded in any 
holiness in them. 

By purpose of God, as used in these remarks, is meant his de- 
sign or determination to glorify himself in the redemption of his 
chosen people. This is called in the Bible, his will, his counsel, the 
good pleasure of his will, and his purpose. 1 believe the Bible author. 
izes the use of any one, or all of these terms; yet I select the word 
purpose, as most appropriate, because least liable to misconception. 
In all our reasonings, however, concerning the incomprehensible 
God, we should remember, that much caution is necessary, that we 
do not think or speak in an unworthy and irreverent manner. As 
we know nothing of the mode of the divine existence, we can have 
no adequate conceptions of the operations of the divine mind. All 
our ideas of purpose in the Supreme Being are derived from what 
we know of purpose in ourselves. We resolve on some object, as 
an end, and then select those means, which, in our apprehensién, 
are best adapted to effect that end. Our choice of means is subse- 
quent to that of the end, and our purpose respecting both implies 
deliberation, and suspense. Hence we transfer the idea of purpose 
in ourselves to the Supreme Being, and contemplate him as desigh- 
ing the final salvation of his people as an end, prior to their sanc- 
tification as the means to that end. From the manner, therefore. 
in which we form our notions of the divine purpose, it is obvious. 
that they are necessarily very imperfect. For in the infinite mint 
of Jehovah there cannot be a first and last, or a change of purpose. 
or a succession of purposes, as in our finite minds. In other words, 
we are not to suppose a strict analogy or resemblance between the 
Supreme Being and finite minds, in respect to the mode or manne! 
of their operations. We would indulge no notion of God’s purpose 
which should tend to detract from the absolute perfection of bis 
character. If he has purposed to save his people, we must suppo 
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he has purposed to save them in a manner, which is consistent with 
the perfections of his nature. ‘This purpose then is not to be con- 
sidered as rendering their final salvation certain, independent of 
{heir sanctification. To suppose God designs their salvation, 
whether they become holy or not, would be an impeachment of his 
moral perfections. ‘The moral perfections of God render it certain, 
that he has respect to the moral characters of his people. If, there- 
fore, he has purposed to save them, he has purposed to sanctify 
them: the means are as much fixed in the determinations of the 
Almighty, as the end, and in all our reasonings they should be con- 
nected. By the purpose of God, therefore, the sanctification of his 
chosen people is rendered as certain as their final salvation. 


I come now to the proof of my proposition, that the purpose of 


God to save his chosen people is not founded in any holiness in 
them. 

1. No foresight of holiness in his people was the cause of his 
purpose to save them. 

Foresight and foreknowledge, in their common acceptation, 
respect such events, as are to us future: now all events are present 
and perfectly known to the great Jehovah. . Neither foresight, nor 
foreknowledge, can be predicated of him, except in a relative sense. 
We perceive that events, which take place in time, are successive, 
and in reference to these we predicate foreknowledge. By these 
terms, however, nothing more is meant than an eternal certainty 
in his mind of the events. 

In accommodation to our weak capacities, therefore, God is said 
to foresee and foreknow those events, which, in respect to ourselves, 
are future: so likewise he is said to have foreseen and foreknown 
those, which, in respect to ourselves, are either present or past. 
Now, that eternal certainty of the holiness of God’s chosen people, 
which we call foresight in God, will be found to result from his 
purpose to render them holy. When, therefore, it is said, that no 
foresight of their holiness was the cause of his purpose to save 
them, we mean, that he must have purposed to save them, or he 
could not have had a foresight of their holiness: foresight denotes 
a certainty of their holiness; for unless there is an absolute cer- 
tainty, it does not amount to foresight or foreknowledge: it is 
merely conjecture. There is, thes, in the divine mind, a certainty 
of their holiness; this certainty rests on the divine purpose to ren- 
der them holy. For, if God be supreme, if he have all power in his 
hands, it is certain that nv event can take place, in his universe of 
creatures that is contrary to his will or purpose: (we use will in 
this connexion as synonymous with purpose:) and it is equally cer- 
tain, that he can have no foresight or foreknowledge of any event, 
Which is contrary to his purpose. In the divine view, then, there 
can be no certainty the elect will become holy contrary to the divine 
purpose, we 

Again; they all derive their existence from God, and during every 
Moment of their being, are dependent on his will or agency: “For 
in him they live, and move, and have their being.” Now, if the 
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eommencement and continuance of their existence are dependent oy 
the divine will, it is evident, that every thing in respect to their 
characters, during the whole period of their existence, must like. 
wise be dependent on the divine will. Did God then from eternity 
foresee their holiness? He must from eternity have designed to 
render them holy; else he foresaw their holiness as an event, which 
was to take place in opposition to his will, or without his will, and 
yet was entirely dependant on his will, which is absurd. As then 
the holiness of God’s chosen people depends on his will or purpose, 
and as he is infinitely able to prevent it, if he had not purposed it, 
it is manifest, that all the certainty of their holiness, arises from 
his purpose to render them holy, No foresight of their becoming 
holy, therefore, could have been the cause of his purpose to save 
them. Perhaps some of our readers may, in this place, feel an ob- 
jection in their minds arising from the ascription of foreknowledge 
to the Deity, in the Bible. ‘To this lI reply, that foreknowledge 
necessarily implies purpose in God, and cannot be separated from 
it. For, if God has purposed to save his people, he must be abso- 
lutely certain of their salvation. Accordingly, foreknowledge js 
sometimes used for purpose. Peter, in addressing saints, calls them 
select according to the foreknowledge of God the Father;” 1 Pet. 
i. 2; and Paul, speaking of God’s people, saith,—*whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son,” Rom. viii, 29. In these passages, foreknowledge doubt- 
less implies purpose, and is of the same import. 

2. ‘The purpose of God to save his chosen people is eternal: it 
cannot therefore be founded in their holiness. 

‘The supposition, that God’s purpose is suspended on the holiness 
of his people, detracts from the perfection of his character. Their 
holiness takes place in time: if that be the foundation of God's pur- 
pose to save them, it will follow, that his purpose was formed in 
time; for, if it depend on their holiness, it must be subsequent to 
that holiness; since, as we have seen, there is no foresight or fore- 
knowledge, except what is founded in the divine purpose. If, then, 
the holiness of God’s chosen people is the foundation of his purpose 
to redeem them, where is his independence and immutability? But 
he must be acknowledged to be independent in the mode of his 
existence, and unchavgeable in all his perfections. «I am that I 
am,”” expresses his appropriate and incomprehensible character. 
Is God then, independent of all his creatures? and are they entirely 
dependent on him? Does he constantly uphold them in being? It 
is absurd to suppose he is dependent in his purpose on any thing in 
them. Bat, if any holiness in his chosen people were the founda- 
tion of his purpose to save them, he would be dependent on the will 
and actions of these, his frail dependent creatures. To suppose 
the Supreme Being thus influenced would destroy his independence. 
His creatures once had no existence, except in the purpose of his 
infinite and independent mind. No part of them, therefore, nor all 
of them considered collectively, could have been the cause of his 
purpose, And to suppose a new purpose, or a change of purpose 
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in God, implies either a decrease or increase of some of his attri- 
putes. Butis heunchangeable? Itis admitted: there can be then 
no supposable increase or decrease of any of his perfections. His 


q purpose, therefore, io save his chosen people must have been an 
ty eternal purpose; Consequently no acts of holiness in them are the 
ch cause or foundation of his purpose, _ ¥ 
id 3. [argue the truth of the proposition from explicit declarations 
‘ of the Bible. These respect both the salvation and sanctification 
e, of God’s chosen people. * Who hath saved and called us with an holy 
t, calling, not according to our works, but according to his own pur- 
m pose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
S began,” 2 ‘Tim. i, 93 ‘according to the eternal purpose, which he 
-e purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord,” Eph. iii, 11; «in whom also 
)- we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according 
to the purpose of him, who worketh all things after the coun- 
c sel of his own will,”? Eph. i, 11; «for whom he did foreknow” 
n (i. c. purpose to save) «he also did predestinate to be conformed to 
\. the image of his Son,” Rom. viii, 29.. The apostle Paul, when | 
3 illustrating this subject by fact, in the case of Jacob and Esau, saith, [ 
n «the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or 
3 evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not 
q of works, but of him that calleti, it was said unto her, (i. e. Re- 
f becca,) the elder shall serve the younger.” Rom. 1x, 11, 12. 
; ‘These passages, as well as many others which we might recite, 
clearly shew that God’s purpose, in distinction from the holiness of 
t his people, is the origin of their salvation: «according to the eter- 
} nal purpose, therefore, which he purposed in Christ Jesus,” he will 
g sanctify and render them meet for salvation. 
r 4. Other passages of Scripture teach, that all their holiness is 
. the result or consequence of God’s purpose to save them. 
1 The Apostle Paul, writing to the Thessalonian Christians, saith, 
| “God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation, through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” In like manner 
to the Ephesians—‘‘according as he hath chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy, and without 
blame before him in love, having predestinated us to the adoption 
} of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleas- 
| ure of his will.” James declares, “Of his own will begat he us 
, With the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of 


his creatures.* Paul says to the Ephesians, «*we are his workman- 
Ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath be- 
fore ordained. that we should walk in them.” And to the Romans, 
“whom he did predestinate, them he also called;” and in the Acts 
of the Apostles—as many as were ordained to eternal life believ- 
ed.” These declarations, in conformity to the general tenor of 
Scripture, teach, that all the holiness, of which God’s chosen peo- 
ple ever become the subjects. is the result of God’s purpose to re- 
deem them. All their love, all their faith, all their repentance and 
humility, being qualifications requisite to their salvation, and im- 


plied in their sanctification, are included in God’s purpose, and are 
Vor. XIII. 63 
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wrought in them in conformity to his purpose, and at the same time 
in consistency with their own freedom and activity. ests 


If, therefore, no foresight of holiness in God’s chosen people was the Hh eur’ 
cause of his purpose to save them; if that purpose is eternat, if the evil 
Bible reveals it, as the origin of their salvation, in distinction fron fl sys 
their holiness, and their holiness as the consequence, it is conceive) HR det 


that the truth of the proposition is fully established; viz. that the pur. mk 
pose of God to save fis chosen people is not founded in any holiness j, HH cer 
them. dei 

What then, the reader may ask, is the foundation of God’s pur. its 


pose? In reply to this question, we would answer, under a Sense of MM act 
our OWn ignorance as creatures, we conceive that God’s own glor. Th 


ous and infinite perfections are the foundation of his purpose. Guitoeg foc 
by these, he purposed to redeem a church from this fallen worl, by 
and to glorify himself in their redemption. Accordingly, in ou dis 

apprehension, the Bible resolves, not only the final salvation of the 
elect, but the whole method by which it is brought about, into the re 
sovereign will and pleasure of the Supreme Being. If we inquire, sh 
therefore, why fallen men are chosen, in preference to fallen angels: Se 
and why a part of fallen men in distinction from the wholes and sl 
why one part in preference to another part; the answer is contained W 
in the words of our Savior: “it is even so, Father, for so it seemed is 
good in thy sight.” 0. P. c 
V 
t 

Sir, To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


Ve you Uiink the following Fissay may subserve the cause of divine truth, you are at liberw 


to publish itin your useful Magazine. i 

( 

ON ATILEISM AND DEISM. ‘ 

' 

it has been doubted whether there can be an atheist in principle. 


There have been many, who have not known God; and still more 
who have, in works, denied him. But it is hard to believe, that 
any one can, on deliberate inquiry, and against the full glare ol 
evidence, persuade himself that thereis no God. His existence is 
so far from wanting evidence, that it is almost the only truth which 
is self-evident. 

it is paying too high a compliment to such a man’s reason, (6 
undertake to reason him out of his infidelity. The man, who shall 
profess himself an infidel in this point, may expect to be considered 
as unfit for aj] social connexions. With him, virtue and vice are 
sounds without a meaning. ‘True philanthropy is merely ideal 
If we believe there is no God to inspect our conduct, we shall be 
governed wholly by our present feelings, and what we apprehend 
may conduce to our present interest. But this would exclude us 
from the esteem and confidence of our fellow men. 

Next to atheism we may reckon deistical infidelity. Many, who 
nrcfess to believe that God is, and that he governs the world, dé 
not believe that he has given to man any written revelation of his 
will. We have, they say, ne other way to find our duty and inter- 
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est, than by looking within. Yet when we have done this, we find 
eurselves in a maze of uncertainty Some just notions of good and 
evil, are, it iS true, engraven on the human heart. But the best 
system ever formed by unassisted reason, abounds with the grossest 
detects and blunders. A volume, says one, might be filled with the 
mistakes into which the greatest reasoners have fallen and the un- 
certainty in which they lived, with respect to the being and provi- 
dence of God and a future state of retribution. ‘Che world, with all 
its boasted wisdom, has formed no just conception of the real char- 
acter, Will and government of the one only living and true God, 
Though they professed themselves to be wise, yet have they become 
fools, and changed the truth of God into a lie. "This is admitted 
hy those Who renounce revelation; and yet, by this book, they have 
discovered the egregious folly and stupidity of the heathen. 

Deists have not attempted to bring forward arguments against 
revelation, from its being either impossible or improper, that God 
should thus make known his will te man. ‘They say tt is unneces- 
sary; We may obtain all needful information in some other and 
shorter way. ‘Phat if it had pleased God to reveal himself and his 
will, he would have done it ina better and plainer manner than 
is contained in the Bible. "They therefore attack this book as 
containing a system of nonsense and self-contradiction: and yet 
when they undertake to form a system, which would become God 
to make, it is that of the Bible, so far as relates to rules of morality. 

Deism advances no truth but what is in the Gospel. But we find 
much in the Gospel which is not in deism, It relieves us from many 
doubts respecting futurity, with which the deist is continucly har- 
assed. It was a doubt with some of the wisest ancient heathens, 
Whether they should exist after the present life. And if deists are 
now relieved from this uncertainty, it is probably by help of the 
Bible. And from the same source, they have derived their best sen- 
timents concerning a state of future retribution. It has not been 
uncommon, however, to hear the warmest advocates for this species 
of infidelity honest!y confessing themscives in the dark coucerning 
a future state; and no wonder if human reason should find itself 
overwhelmed with difficulties on this subject. 

We observe that this class of infideis are often annexing to their 
moral system maxims and rules. which suit the taste of the corrupt 
heart. ‘hus, they plead for the gratification of their passions, as 
amatter of right. “Pheir having these passions is a suflicient rea- 
son why they mav gvatify them. ‘They may dispose of themselves. 
and of all they call theirs as they please, and cannot be called to 
account for it, eifher by God or man. Since they have breken over 
those restraints. which are contained inthe Bible, we need net won 
der that they adopt rules, which are as contrary to true morality, 
as any thing contained in the writings of the heathens. 

It is observable that writers and talkers for infidelify have, in 
many instances, appeared to be adepts in buffoonery. When they 
attack subjects supposed to he very important and sacred; and 
Which, if truc, ave roully so; they often de it with snecr and banter, 
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This is exemplified in the writings of one, who, not many years 
since, assumed the rank of champion in the cause of infidelity, 
whose name I need not mention. If scurrility deserves applause, 
this author may demand a double share. 

We may remark, that this infidel system presents no advantage 
fomankind. It does not pretend to embrace a better sct of religious 
and moral rules than is contained in the Bible. On which ever 
hand then, the truth shall be found, the infidel has not advanced his 
interest for this world or the next. But if it shall appear in the 
issue, that he has renounced that way to heaven which God hin. 
self has marked out, where, alas! wiil he be found? MUINor, 


REVIEW. 


CVI. The History of Little Henry and his Bearer. Andover. Mark New- 
man. 1817. pp. 86. 


To those who judge of books by their size, the littie volume before 
us will seem a very trifling production; but if estisuated by the in- 
trinsic excellence of its contents, when regarded as a narrative of 
facts, and those facts considered in relation to the besi titerests of 
men, its worth would exceed that of many a ponderous folio, by 
whose side its minuteness would scarcely attract the notice of the 
purchaser, or the glance of the spectator, Children left without 
parents at an early age is no unfrequent occurrence; but a smell 
proportion of those parents on a dying bed, it is feared, can with 
the faith of Henry’s mother commend their helpless offspring to the 
protection of a Father in heaven. ‘This interesting circumstance 
is thus related in the narrative: 


«Henry L. was born at Dinapore in the East Indies. His papa 
was an officer in the Company’s service, and was killed in attack- 
ing a mud fort belonging to a petty Rajah, a few months after the 
birth of his son. His mamma also died before he was a year old. 
Thus litthe Henry was left an orphan when he was a very little babe; 
but his dying mother, when taking her last farewell of him, lifted 
up her eyes to heaven, and said,*O God, I leave my fatherless child 
with thee, claiming thy promise with all humility, yet in full confi- 
dence that my babe will never be left destitute; for in thee the 
fatherless find mercy.’ ” 


After the death of his mother, Henry was taken to the house of 
an affluent lady in the neighborhood, who was so far attentive to 
relieve his physical wants, that she gave orders to her servants to 
provide for him, but so perfectly neglected his education, that he 
passed from day to day as ignorant as any of the natives around 
him. Henry was principally attended by a Hindoo servant called 
» bearer, to whom he naturally becaine strongly attached, because 
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fom him were received all those attentions in his power to bestow 
by which means, while in performing the duties of a servant, he 
joined the kind offices of a friend, aivd engrossed the affections of a 


‘heart Which felt love for no other. Henry thus passed his life till 


he was five years old; the lady in whose house he lived, (‘though 
he was taught to call her mamma”) paying him no kind of atten- 
tlon. 

At that period, a young lady from England came to reside in the 
family, Who having received a religious education herself, had some 
just appre hensions of its v alue, when she saw the gross iUblatries of 
the pagans, and the miseries in which they were involved as their 
consequence, She saw Henry, and saw him surrounded by those 
who know not God; who neither feel that they are sinners, or that 
they needa Savior. ‘This yo ung lady was not one of those persons 
who believe that many things should be performed by somebody, 
but never think that themselves should attempt them, and whe havy- 
ing even arrived at the conclusion that the most proper time for 
performance has arrived, stil fold their hands in indolent neglect, 
satisfying themselves with the idle excuse that such things do not 
belong to them. She, having witnessed the misery of Henry, his 
attendants, and other pagans around her, and knowing that grow- 
ing up without good instruction the human mind is a soil fertile in 
every evil, set about the arduous task of teaching him the element- 
ary principles of Christianity. In this good work many obstacles 
layin her path. The little boy, abandoned entirely to native ser- 
vants, could not speak English. Not discouraged by this difficulty, 
she began to teach him her own language, preparatory to the in- 
structions she wished to communicate. She adopted the most eli- 

gle mode of teaching a language, viz. referring her pupil to sen- 

sible objects, aud learning him to pronounce their names: next she 
taught him the alphabet, then proceeded to spelling: in fine, so 
great were her diligence and perseverance, that within the com- 
pass Of a year «he could spell any words however difficult, and could 
speak English quite readily.” But she did not delay to commu- 
nicate any religious instruction till her young sc holar could read 
for himself. White thus laboring to prepare him for perusing the 
Bible, she endeavored orally “to make him acquainted with such 
parts of the Christian religion, as even the youngest ought te 
know? 

Her first lesson was, that there was only one true God, the Cre- 

ator of all things; and after with much diflic ulty le was made to 
understand this, she proceeded next to discourse upon the nature of 
God, according to the declarations of his word concerning his attri- 
butes. Ady ancing step by step, she attempted to make him under- 
stand what sin was; and here is recorded a very  intere sting 
dialogue between the young preceptress and her pupil. Tle was 
next taught that eternal death, or everlasting punishment, is the 
“onsequence of sin, and to repeat the proofs of this from the Scrip- 
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ture, He then inquired earnestly what he must do to be saved, ang 
how his sins could be forgiven. Her appropriate lesson then was, 
¢sto expiain what the Lord Jesus Christ had done for him.” Little 
Henry was particularly pleased when he heard of the Savior, and 
in his artless manner asked many questions respecting him. We 
are told that «his heart scemed to be wonderfully filled with love 
for his Redeemer, and he was so afraid of offending him, that he 
became careful of every word he said, and of every thing he did, 
We are aware that a strong guard should be placed on our own 
minds, and much caution inculcated on others in such cases. So 
many, whose prospects appeared bright for a time, have sunk into 
intidelity; sO many once shining professors have afterwards de. 
stroyed our hopes by the obliquities of their course; that we would 
not too hastily pronounce any one to have been the subject of reno- 
vation of heart. But by the most unexceptionable rule of estimating 
human character, judging the principle by its effects, we think this 
narrative affords substantial reasons for the opinion that Henry 
was a penitent belicver in the Gospel. After a year and a half his 
fathful instractvess left him, to reside at a distant city in India, 
Before her departure, however, she strongly enjoined it on him to 
try to make his bearer a Christian. ‘This appears to have been a 
bard task toimpose on such a child, and indeed with ouly human 
aid if would hiave been an useless endeavor. But so great was 
Henry's assiduity, and so apparently accompanied with a divine 
blessing, that in the eye of charity, the beaver after Henry’s death 
renounced idolatry, declared himself a Christian, was baptised, and 
exhibited in his lite substantia! evidence of the genuineness of his 
religion. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


We-have bec n solicited by Trustees of the Society, wv vhose first annual report is now laid 


beiore our readers, to insert this document at length. Our distart subscribers may 
stippose, that it oceuples too n an) pages, and may consider the subject as of mere local 
importance. We imagme, however, that on reflection the y will unite with us in opinion, 
that deteiled accounts of pu hylic- -S} pirited and benevole nt exertions to improve the 

moral an { re st ious condition of the poor in Our large towns are deserving of very pals 
ticular attention from the politician, the philanthropist, and especially from the Chris 
tan. * sae oom nce ts the surest guide in al! attempts to meliorate the condition of man; 
it is therciore proper that the experience aud the success of one society should be made 
ex ensively publ ic for the benefit of all. 


REPORT OF THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR THE MORAL AND 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF THE POOR, 


Ta origin of this Society may be traced to the visit of the Rev. Ward Staf- 
for d, and. the information communicated by him, of the deplorable condition 
of the poor in the city of New York,—where a lar ge number of families were 


Sound 1 to be destitute of Bibles, and where children were permitted to roam 


the streets without any inst ruction—growing up as ignorant as the he athen 


themselves, of the first principles of the Christian religion. 
A strong interest was thus excited in behalf of this class of fellow-citizé 
among ourselves, and a decp solicitude created, lest many families in th! 
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‘own might also be found equally destitute, and children equally ignorant, 
Yo obtain correct information on this subject, several gentlemen agreed to 
visit the abodes of the poor, and by persona! observation and inquiry to en- 
deavor to ascertain their true situation in these respects. Certain parts of 
the town were accordingly visited, and the result of the inquiry was, a Con- 
firmed persuasion of the necessity of enforcing upon the public mind the im- 
portance of some general efforts to supply the deticiencies above alluded to; 
for more than 140 tamilies were found to be destitute of the Bible, and several 
hundred children, who did not enjoy those advantages of Common schools or 
of religious instruction, Which they not only needed, but appeared desirous 
toobtain. The knowledge ot the iormer fact was no sooner Communicated 
tothe Trustees of the Massachusetts bible Society, than Bibles were imme- 
diately placed at the disposal of thosg gentlemen, who had thus exerted them- 


° ‘ 


selves to gain this information; and the wants of the poor, in this respect, 
were, as far as known, supplied. ‘To accomplish the other object, viz. the 
moral and religious instruction of the poor, this Society was established, a 
subscription opened, and a handsome amount, from life and annual subscribers, 
was soon obtained. 

After the organization of the Society by the choice of officers, the attention 
of the Board of Directors was immediately called to devise the best plan for 
the accomplishment of the objects of this association; and it was determined 
to establish a school upon the Lancasterian plan of instruction,—-which has 
been found to unite, in a greater degree than any other, economy of time and 
expense; it having been ascertained that children admitted into these schools 
had actually made greater projiciency, in a given time, thanin any other, 
hitherto Known;—one imstructor being enabled by this system to superintend 
a school of three or four hundred children. But the difficulty of obtaining 
an instructor properly qualified for this charge, and sufficiently acquainted 
with the system, has hitherto prevented the accomplishment of this part of 
our design; and the efforts of the society in this respect have been further 
suspended, by reason of the town having its attention lately called to the des- 
ritute condition of the poor, by means of a petition presented for that purpose, 
A Committee has been appointed to unite with the Selectmen and School 
Committee to examine the subject, and, if they think proper, to establish 
other schools in the town. But should these efforts prove unsuccessful, we 
still indulge the hope, that sufficient pecuniary aid will be afforded towards 
enabling us to establish Lancasterian Schools, and to throw open their doors to 
every child among us, destitute of the privileges of an early education. 

Ry the benevolence of a gentleman belonging to this town, but now in Lon- 
don, we expect shertiy to be furnished with a complete set of such books; 
papers, &c. as are now used in the Lancasterian schools of that city, under 
‘he care of Mr. Picton, and the patronage of the “British and Foreign School 
Society.”” 

The Board of Directors of this Society have likewise turned their attention 
to the situation of the poor, with regard to their attendance upon public wor- 
hip on the Sabbath; and here they have observed a great degree of negli- 
“ence onthe part not only of the poor, but of the rich. It is certainly true, 
hat many of the former might be accommudated with seats, who do not attend 
public worship, but it is equally true, that the accommodations for the poor, 
‘i this respect, are but small in proportion to their numbers. This must nat- 
wally tend to discourage many from going to church, who would otherwise 
siadly attend. ‘he truth is, some of our churches have no places set apart 
‘or the poor, and in most of them, but very few can find seats. In addition 
.o this we would observe, that according to as moderate a computation as we 
dare make, more than eighteen thousand persons in this town do not attend 
public worship, and more than fourteen thousand could not find seats in our 
churches, should they be disposed to attendthem. ‘Lhis calculation is made 
“pon the supposition that the present number of inhabitants rather exceeds 
-7,000—that not more than 800 do usually attend in each church, upon an 
“Serageemeand that our churches could not accommodate, in thet presert 
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form, more than 1000 each. We feel confident that this computation will be 
found moderate, when it is considered that, in almost every instance, one fam. 
ily retains a pew, although, in many instances, they do not more than half fij| 
it. Such a de: stitute state of this part of the community, cannot but deeply 
impress the minds of those in happier circumstances; and we trust it is nota 
groundless hope, that the wealthy will open their hands for the relief of this 
neglected class of their fellow immortals, who are fast wasting in thoughtless 
irreligion the day of their probauou, and heedlessly travelling towards the 
awful retributions of eternity. 

While other commercial cities are directing their attention to that valuable 
portion of their fellow citizens who follow the seas, it is high time that some 
exertions were made by us likewise, to afferd them, as well as other classes 
of the poor, a house of worship, where they might receive that religious 
istruction which alone can euide them to a haven, that will secure from 
the storms of divine wrath, which we are assured, will overtake the finally 
im penitent. : 

‘The importance of establishing a missionary in this town, for the purpose 
of visiting the abodes ofthe poor, the sick, and the afflicted, has been duly 
appreciated by the Board; but their efforts to obtain a suitable petson for this 
nuporiant station, have not hitherto been successful. 

But while we have thus far, as we hope, satisfactorily explained the reason 
why the operations of the Board of Directors have not been more extensive, 
we would draw the attention of this Society to a field of usefulness in which 
the Board have entered with a fair prospect of success, and where there is 
ev ery reason to believe, that great wood may be done to a large number of 
children and to parents likewise, many of whom are almost totally i ignorant, 
not only of the rudimenis of learning, but of the first principles of the Chris- 
tian religion. ‘The field to which we allude, and which we now earnesty 
recommend to the cultivation of all classes, is presented to us in the form of 
Sunday Schools. ‘lwo of these schools have been established by the Board 
in the town school houses, one in Mason and another in School street, the use 
of which has been granted, on application for that purpose, by the selectmen 
and school committee. Into the first 356 children have been admitted, and 
into the latter rhgrsr md together 500. ‘Lhe first mentioned school was 
opened on the 11th of May fast, “rs has been constantiy attended by about 
20 instructors, besides a superintendant. ‘The latter school was commence 
on the 15th of June, and ata one superintendant with ten teachers; 
the boys being taught by male, and the girisby temale instr eercr 
‘They are diviced into Classes of about ten to each teacher, and every child 
is examined and classed when admitted. All that apply above five years of 
uge-are admitted and equally entitled to this gratuitous instruction; while 
every exertion is made to seek out the poor who are ignorant of the existence 
of the institution, or indifferent to the privileges it affords. The schools are 
always opened with prayer by one of the teachers or the Superintendant, 
at the close of which, the Lord’s Pr ayer is repeated, in which the children 
unite in an audible voice. The in struction is closed, both morning and after- 
noon, by sing ng an appropriate hymn, in which all the children join. The 
want of books and decent apparel, which too freq uently operates as an ob- 
stacle to the admission of this class of the community intothe usual semina- 
ries of learning, is no obstruction to the destitute. applicant for Sunday 
School instruction. The expense of books and shoes for this purpose, has 
been hitherto defrayed by the general “subscription for the support of Sun- 
day Schools,” lately solicited and obtained by individuals of the Board; and 
other clothing has been suppl’ ed by the benevolent exertions and pecuniary 
aid of the * Auxiliary Society,” formed about the same time with this Scciety, 
by a number of ladies in ‘this town. ‘This auxiliary society has already 
expended between forty and fifty eebure' in cash for this purpose, and much 
of their labor and attention in furnishing, by other means, clothing of various 
descriptions, which has, by their attention, been made up for the immediate 






































isi7- Boston Society for the Instruction of the Poar. 4as 


use of those childeen whose parents were unable to supply them. They still 
continue to proffer their assistance for the generous purpose of supplying the 
children with clothing for the approaching winter; and we should be wanting 
im our duty not to acknowledge, in the friendly assistance of this Saciety, a 
renewed claim upon our warmest gratitude to God for thus raising up help- 
ers in the work of charity among that sex, whose means and opportunities 
are no less calculated to remedy, than their hearts are providentially formed 
to sympathise, in the sufferings of the unfortunate. ‘To every female, whose 
resources and leisure enable her to devote a portion of her time, however 
scanty, to this work of benevolence, we would say, in the words of our Savior, 


| «Go thou and do likewise.” 


The Board of Directors of this Society have published their intention of 
supplying with their books and papers any religious society or individuals in 
this town, that may hereafter think proper to establish Sunday Schools, and 

rovide them with superintendants and teachers, and have aided in this way 
a Sunday School established at South Boston upon the plan above described 


They have also appointed a Committee to forward a circular address to al! 


the large towgs in the State, together with a set of their books, and a system 
of the instructions followed ta this town; by which measures we are sanguine 
in the hope, that before another anniversary of this institution, Sunday Schools 
will be established throughout the Commonweaith. ‘Thus it may be perceiv- 
ed that the object of this Society includes the exercise of duties the most im- 
mediately incumbent upon us all, and that its labors cannot but terminate in 


| effects of the most vital importance to the community in general. 


To instruct the ignorant, and to fix the attention of youth on divine things, 
by inducing them to reverence the Sabbath, to attend on public worship, to 


_ read the Bivle, and te treasure up in their young and susceptible minds those 


all-important precepts of morality and religion which it contains, has always 

been considered as of the first importance, even by the most unthinking and 

improvident, while the thinking part of mankind have daily cause to acknowl- 

edge the want of that powerful restraint upon the passions, and that hin- 

drance from the commission of crimes, which such an early religious educa- 

tion, as is here recommended, mest happily creates among that portion of the 
public, which it is our assumed duty to reform and instruct; an education 
which cannot but tend in 4 high degree to elevate the mind and raise the 
standard of moral excellence. But to this society little, we trust, need 
be said in favor of these schools, when one ot its principal objects is to recom- 
mend and introduce them; yet if, perchance, any should have doubts excited 
by the observations of the inexperienced or incredulous, or if anv should have 
been prevented from aiding the funds of the Society, by scruples about the 

propriety and necessity of establishing these last resources for the indigent in 
thistown, which is justly extolled for tie liberal and enlarged plan upon which 
Its public schools are conducted and for the favorable opportunities it offers 
to all classes for the attainment of early education; to all these we reply by 

assuring them, that these advantages are much less generally enjoyed among 
the poor, who stand most in want of them, than is imagined by these who 
have not inquired into these deficiencies. It is weil Known that children are 
not admitted into our town schools under 7 years of age, and not even then, 
unless they can read without spelling, and well enough tobe classed; by which 
regulation, children of those parents, too poor tq pay for that private instruc~ 
tion which must precede their admittance into our town schools, are inevita- 
bly cut off from that very education which in afpearance is open to all. Thus 
that susceptible period of life, preceding the age of 7 years, must be spent in 
almost total ignorance, by those children who cannot be prepared for the 
town schools by reason of their poverty—unless by the timely and absolutely 
necessary aid of charity schools; and what scheols are so easily supported and 
So very tavorable to the circumstances of those parents who require the ser- 
vices of their children on week days, as Sunday Schools?—W hat other schools 
Can thus effectually prevent that profanation of the Sabbath which has be- 
Come so prevalent in many parts of the town,—or so successfully remedy that 
Heglect in parents of instrueting their children in their religious duties, ard 
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“bringing them up in the fear, the nurture and admonition of the Lord?” Ty, 
supply these neglects, which are daily threatening the best interests of socj- 
ety, Sunday Schools are, in a peculiar manner, and happily calculated. Theip 
utility is hkewise confirmed by daily experience, and from a few facts which 
we shall now attempt to detail, their necessity and importance must appeap 
to the most sceptical. 

We have already observed, that into the two schools opened under the 
sanction of the Board, and supported by the funds of this society, 500 childrey 
have been admitted. Of 336 received into the Muson-street school, none of 
whom are under five years of age, not one fourth coulkd read words of one 
syllable when admitted, and mos?¢ of them did not know their letters. Nearly 
30 of these, thus ignorant, are more than 7 years old—S are ten years—and 
one 13 years old. In the other school where 164 have been received, the pro. 
portion does not essentially vary from the first statement. These childreg 
are as ignorant of the first principles of Christianity, as of the ordinary schoo 
education; and some among them, as ola as 19 and 1S years, have never, as 


we have good reason to believe, attended a house of worship in their lives, | 


And in general we have observed that their morals have been entirely neg. 
lected. The paternal restraint and instruction which are so vitally important 
to children, at this critical age, appear to have had hardly an existence 
among the subjects of our observations. From children in this state, what 
else can be expected, but that profane and vulgar language which is so fre. 
quently and constantly heard in our streets? Or how can we be surprised a; 
the commission of flagrant crimes, by boys of tender ages;—crimes of so deey 
a dye, as not only to fill the humane observer’s bosom with anguish, but tore- 
quire, as experience testifies, the confinement of the State Prison, as an 
expiation! 

Concerning the improvement made by the children im their learning, we 
are happy to have it in our power to observe, that their progress has been as 
rapid, as could well be expected, within the period which has elapsed since 
the e:tablishment of this new means of instruction. Several of them have 
here regained what they had lost by long absence from the town schools, and 
have thus been induced to resume their studies with attention and punctualiy, 
Others have here been prepared for the town schools, who would otherwise, 
from their oWn age and ignorance or the inability of their parents, have been 
excluded from these public seminaries. A general attention among the 
pupils has been observable, and many of them have indicated their progress 
and application by committing to memory several chapters in the Bible, vari- 
ous hymns, and a catechism adapted to their infant apprehens:ons. 

The influence of the instruction received in these schools upon the morals of 
these hitherto neglected youths, is no less a subject of experiment; and has 
been attended with effects no less beneficial, if we may credit the gratifying 
iutormation obtained from their parents, neighbors, and friends, who testify 
-o the pleasing fact of a general improvement in their beliavior. The teach- 
ers who have generally visited some of the parents of their respective classés 
once a week, to make inquiries into, and remove obstacles that may interfere 
with the constant attendance of their pupils, and by their personal observa- 
tion of the circumstances and characters of the parents, to ascertain how far 
parental example tends to aid, or counteract the influence of the instruction 
bestowed upon the children ia these schools, have thus enabled us to view the 

progress and consequences of their exertions. In these visits, (the effects 
which, not only upon the pupils and their parents, by exciting in them a spint 
of emulation and reform, but also upon the teachers themselves, who have 
thus placed before their eyes the strongest persuasives to perseverance It 
their beneyplent labors, may be more easily imagined than desevibed,) they 
ave notunfrequently found the child who was vace an ignorant and vicious 
profaner of the Sabbath, now quietiy and contentedly seated at home after 
school and meeting, reading the Bible, and restraining the other members 
the family from their play andexcesses. If to this we add the beneficial ex- 
ample of offering up the morning and evening prayers learned at these schools 
end ef a punctual and sober attention to divme worship, both ef which Hr 
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To J portant duties were once notoriously neglected by the same children, the in- 
Oci- HP puence of Sunday Schools must be sufficiently apparent to all. ‘That part of 
eir HP she community for which these schools are peculiarly calculated, frequently 

ich jive crowded together in dwellings, where their children, being thus brought 

ear MM together, mutually corrupt each others’ morals, and not unfrequently prove 
pests to the neighborhood. But our system of instruction has been known by 


the Hi experience to eradicate this evil inthe bud. Boys under the care of our in- 
dren stitutions, after returning from church, instead of that profane language and 
e of quarrelling which. was the consequence of this formerly uncontrolled associa- 
one tion among themselves, are now found in ¢deir schools emulating each other 
arly in the alternate repetition of those hymns and other exercises in which they 
and had been instructed, in Sunday Schools. On visiting one family they found a 
10. female child of only six years who was deprived the privilege of attending 
ren school on the preceding Sabbath, because her mother had not prepared de- 
100 cent clothing for this purpose; after having in vain importuned her for per- 
28 ME mission, at length going by herself, she spent the time in Cevoutly repeating 
ves, | the prayers and singing the hymns she had learned in the Sunday School 
eg They mention another instance of a boy 7 years old, who, upon being derided 
ant by an elder brother of 16, for‘saying the prayers lately learned, reproved the 
nce latter with such perseverance and effect, that the little monitor was permitted 
hat HF ty go through his pious exercises undisturbed by his senior brother, and whe 
rey MM at length regarded him in solemn and respectful silence. Another parent [ 
a MM assured the visiting teacher, that an obstinately disobedient daughter, whe 
> HM could not be induced, either by persuasion or correction, to attend to her do- 
= Hi mestic duties, previous to her Sunday School instruction, afterwards, by the 
at 7% mild reproofs and kind attention of her teacher whom she loved, became a 
useful and obedient child. We have heard of several examples of boys 
v¢ Ze whose reformation has been indicated in some instances by leaving off pro- 
48  fane language, and in others by avoiding quarrelsome habits, in consequence 
o€ ef their Subbath instructions. And when we inquire of the neighbors of these. 
ve children, who have been disturbed by their Sabbath-breaking propensities, 
nd _ we have the happiness to hear the accounts of their parents confirmed, by 
4+ B® those who have witnessed both their misconduct and reformation. One gen- 
, - tleman in particular, who resides in a part of the town from which many 
‘2M children have been taken to the Sunday Schools, informs us, that the preced- 
i¢ Mi §6ing year he had 60 panes of glass broken on one Saddath by boys in the 
8 Me neighborhood, whom he was compelled to quiet by the assistance of the police. 
+ B® But since these schools have been opened, he assured us he has witnessed ne 
_ disturbances nor depredations upon the Sabbath. 
of We have, therefore, upon a review of the great success of this institution 
S Me cf Sunday Schools, abundant cause for gratitude and encouragement. ‘Their 
§ feasibility and usefulness have now been experimentally tried both here and 
yY #® elsewhere, and we have endeavored to prove their necessity as well as use- 
\- iulness. To save but one immortal soul from ‘‘perishing for lack of knowl- 
$ edge,” is, we conceive, a duty not unworthy the united efforts of this society; 
¢ @ but when its members are told, that it is in their power, although circum- 


- @@ scribed in their sphere of action, to rescue hundreds of young immortals from 
the paths of perdition, who may now perhaps be insensibly laying the founda- 
tion of their eternal ruin—that they have it in their power to lay in the same 
tender minds the foundation of future usefulness and honor—to lead them to 
the acquirement of useful knowledge and practical virtue, and to rear them 
up through the most critical period of their lives, in the salutary knowledge 
of their Christian duties—and all this by the simple, practicable, and well 
tried Institution whch it is now our duty to recommend to their patronage; 
What further incitements can they require to cultivate this power, or to 
acknowledge their gratitude to God for thus providentially placing in their 
hands an instrument of good, so easily wielded and so beneficial in its 

cilects. And if it shall be found, that this society, even in its present begin- \ 
i'ngs, have been instrumental in snatching, but partially, 500 ,children from 

} ‘iat state of ignorance and consequent irreligion which poverty too frequently 

fitails upon the lowe: clusses, in all populous cities, on whom shall we not 
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call, and who can be justified in withholding their assistance. We have by 
just entered upon our labors, and but a small number of children have as yet 
enjoyed the advantages that Sunday School instruction is calculated to afford 
although several other Sunday Schools have been established in this town, ° 

Tothe ‘Teachers who have devoted their time on the Sabbath to the duties 
of instruction; and on other days in the week to the purpose of visiting the 
vhildren’s families, great credit is due, and they are entitled to our warmey 
thanks. But the principles which have thus induced them to aid the indigen; 
parent, and to supply the negligence of the irreligious and improvident in the 
instruction of their neglected offspring, are above both our praise and our 
reward. ‘They must look for the remuneration that awaits those who are jp. 
strumental, under Providence, in turning many to righteousness—to another 
and a better world. We trust that a// who are members of this Society, wil 
likewise put forth their strength and unite heart and hand in forwarding this 
good work of religion and benevolence. While we remember that Nineveh 
was saved because of those thousands within it “twho did not Know their right 
hand from their left,” let us learn from divine authority, that a portion of the 
community which was thought worthy the interposition of Providence, cap- 
not be unworthy the attention of his creatures. And may the great Head of 
the Christian church, who, while on earth, became our illustrious example 
by taking ‘“‘little children” into his arms and blessing them and saying, “of 
such is the kingdom of heaven;” and who also declared to the messengers 
who were ordered to inquire if he was the Messiah, that the preaching of the 
Gospel to the poor was one of the distinguishing evidentes of his Messiab- 
ship: may He continue to guide and to bless our feeble efforts to bring the 
poor within our influence, to the knowledge of his Gospel, and their “itt 
children” to his heavenly kingdom. 


REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 
Concluded from p. 467. 


AMERICAN ABORIGINES. 


ATTENTION is now to be devoted to objects nearer home. The general plea 
of the Prudential Committee for civilizing and christianizing the pagan tribes 
of American Indians, has been fully submitted to this Board; and at the last 
anniversary, measures preparatory to an establishment in the Cherokee na 
tion were reported, Your Committee have now the satisfaction to state, tha: 
those measures have gone into effect, in a highly gratifying manner. 

In September, a year ago, our missionary, the Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, mace 
his first visit tothe Cherokees. Early in October he attended a general coun 
cil of the chiefs of the Cherokees and Creeks, and laid before them the object 
of his mission. After consultation, a principal chief took him affectionately 
by the hand, and said: “You have appeared in our full council. We have lis 
tened to what you have said, and understand it. Weare glad to see you. 
We wish to have the schools established, and hope they will be of great ad- 
vantage to the nation.” Another of the chiefs was appointed to go witb Mr. 
Kingsbury, and select a suitable place for an establishment. 

Cheered by these favorable dispositions, Mr. Kingsbury immediately ap- 
plied himself to the requisite arrangements. A plantation, which had tor 
some years been occupied by a Scotchman, who had resided in the nation), 
and which appeared to Mr. Kingsbury to be well adapted to his purpose, W4 
offered on what were considered very reasonable terms; and your Committee 
did not hesitate to authorize Mr. Kingsbury to make the purchase. 

As the design is to form the young Indians to the habits of civilized life, 48 
well as to impart to them the knowledge of Christianity, it is necessary 
take them from their connexions, and place them entirely under the —— 
and influence of their instructors. As they thus constitute not only a schoo!, 
but a great family, means must be provided for their support and for thei 
employment. Land, therefore, not merely for the accommodation of the 19 
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quisite buildings, but for all the purposes of rural and domestic economy, is 
evidently essential tothe plan. And though the expense may be considerable 
inthe outset, it may reasonably be expected, that when the establishment 
shall get well into operation, it will go far towards supporting itself. 

Having fixed upon his station, Mr. Kingsbury’s next care was to lay in a 
stock of provisions, intending to open his school in the course of the winter, 
or early in the ensuing spring. Having made these arrangements with great 
industry, and, as your Committee believe, with excelient judgment, he return- 
ed to fulfil some engagements in Tennessee. 

Meanwhile the Committee lost no time in doing what was necessary on 
their part, for the proposed commencement of the establishment. As soon 
as they were apprized of the purchase of the piantation, they requested 
Messrs. Hall and Williams, two of the young men who had been engaged as 
teachers, to get themselves in readiness for departure to the station, with all 
convenient despatch. They obeyed the summons with great gladness of 
heart, and great activity in preparation. They sailed from New York onthe 
22d of January, and arrived at Savannah on the 50th; thence proceeded to 
Augusta, and thence across the country to Chicka mnaugah, the place of their 
destination, where they were welcomed by Mr. Kingsbury with great joy. 

It will be recollected, that Mr. Kingsbury had assurance from the Secre- 
vary of War, that the government would erect for the benefit of the mission a 
school-house and a dwelling liouse, besides providing various implements of 
husbandry and domestic manufacture. Owing, not to any fault of the gov- 
ernment or of the agent, but to a failure of the person who had contracted to 
erect the buildings, they had not been erected, nor were they likely to be for 
a considerable time. ‘This,’ says Mr. Kingsbury, “has subjected us to great 
inconvenience and much expense. We have been obliged to build four log 
cabins for dwelling houses. These wil! accommodate our school when our 
other houses are erected. [Vor details eee Pan. for Aus. pp. 384—387.] 

From these details, which your Committee have thought it important to 
the object of their report to exhibit thus at length, this Board, and through 
them it is hoped the community at large, will receive some just impression of 
the indefatigable exertions of Mr. Kingsbury and his faithful assistants, of the 
prosperity with which by divine goodness, those exertions have been attend- 
ed, and of the nature, the principal features, and the high infortance of the 
missian. “We have indeed,” says Mr. Kingsbury, “chad much labor and many 
cares; but in a remarkable manner, we have experienced the truch of that 
precious promise, *‘as thy day is so shall thy strength be;” and we feel 
more than compensated for all our labors, by the cheering prospects of use- 
fulness, which are opening before us. But we rejoice with trembiing; and 
would resign ourselves, and the cause of Christ in this nation, to the hands of 
Hiin, who does all things well.” 

Mr. Kingsbury is confident, that it would be highly gratifying to the Cher- 
okees to have more schools established among them, and expresses a strong 
hope that the Board will soon be able to establish more. Should a consider- 
able part of the nation, in consequence of the arrangement recently made for 
an exchange of lands, remove to the west of the Mississippi, the event, he 
thinks, should not be regarded as inauspicious; as a missionary establishment 
in that more distant region would be highly important, and would furnish 

nany facilities for extending the Gospel over an immense wilderness. 

But the Cherokees are not the only tribe of Pagan Aborigines, which de- 
mands benevolent attention. Such information has been received, as strongly 
iMpresses the belief, that establishments, similar to the one how reported, 
Would be very acceptable tothe Choctaws, Chickasawsand Crecks. Indeed,an 
ardent desire has been expressed by chiefs of these several tribes, and by 
government agents in them, that schools might be established among them. 
And it is peculiarly gratifying, that your Committee have it in their power to 
State, that the general government regards this design with highly propitious 
dispositions; that the officers of government are particularly desirous, that 
(he instruction of the four nations now named should go on at the same time; 
‘nl that official assurance has been given, “that the same patronage will be 
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extended to any establishment made within those nations for the objects stateq 
as have been given to the establishment for similar purposes, made under the 
direction of Mr. Kingsbury in the Cherokee nation. “The limited appropri. 
ations,” adds the Secretary at War, ‘The limited appropriations for the Indiay, 
department will, for the present, preclude the executive government from 
extending a more liberal patronage to the Board in their laudable efforts fo; 
the accomplishment of objects so very desirable.” 

For the liberal patronage which the executive government has extended 
and engaged to extend, and the favorable dispositions which the officers and 
agents of the government have, in the kindest manner, testified towards the 
objects of the Beard, vour Committee beg to express, in behalf of the Boarg 
and its numerous coadjutors and friends, the most sincere thanks, and to in- 
voke the most substantial blessings. ‘They devoutly hail these gratifying in- 
dications as eminently auspicious tokens; and under a deep and grateful im- 
pression, they have placed on record the solemn resalve, that they ‘‘wili take 
and perseveringly pursue measures for the establishment of missionary sta- 
tions and schools in the Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Creek nations, as soon and 
as fast as Providence shall open the way and supply the means;” and meas- 
nres in pursuance of this resolve are now in progress. 

The Committee, indeed, have a strong and animating persuasion, that the 
time has come for a great and vigorous effort for bringing up, in part, the 
long and heavy arrears of our Country to those poor and diminished tribes of 
our fellow beings, whose fathers once called their own the widely extended 
territories, over which our prosperous dwellings are now spread, and contin- 
ually spreading. And they cherish the hope, that all classes of the commu- 
nity will feei the generous impulse, and give, with sacred emulation, their 
hearts and hands to the beneficent work. 

Besides the Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws and Creeks, there are 
other tribes of pagan and savage Aborigines; some in different states and 
territories on this s'de the Mississippi, and many more in the vastly extensive 
wilds beyond. While, therefore, the counsels and labors and funds of this 
Board are bestowed upon the four specified nations, and they are regarded 
as especially our field; there is yet ample rcom for the benevolent exertions 
of other societies. And if different societies occupy different fields, unpleas- 
ant interference’ and collisions may be avoided, and all may co-operate in the 
great and good work, with harmony of feeling, and with the fairest prospece 
of success. 


FOREIGN MISSION SCHOOL. 


The Agency appointed at the last anniversary, for the purpose of “forming 
a plan tor establishing and conducting a school for the education of heathen 
youth in this country,” lost no time in attending to the important business; and 
it has been the cheerful endeavor of the Prudential Committee to render them 
every facility and aid in their power. Onthe 29th of October the Agency 
agreed upon a constitution for the proposed school,—fixed upon a plan for 
rts establishment,—nominated a preceptor or principal,—and appointed 2 
visiting committee, and a committee to make the necessary contracts for the 
purchase of land for the use of the institution. On 12th November these do- 
ings were approved and ratified by the Prudential Committee; and the official 
commissions were given, and the requisite appropriations were made. ‘The 
Committee also authorized the publication by the Agency of a “Narrative of 
five youth from the Sandwich Islands,” under the patronage of the Board, for 
the information and excitement of the Christian public. 

Shortiv afterwards, lands and buildings for the Institution were purchased 
in Cornwall, (Con.) and measures were put forward to get it into operation 
as soon as it could well be done. 

As the Rev. Joseph Harvey, who was first elected principal of the school, 
was induced by a change of circumstances to decline the appointment, the 
Rev. Herman Daggett was afterwards duly appointed to the oilice: and as his 
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engagements wouid not admit of his assuming the office under several months, 
Mr. Edwin W. Dwight was designated to take charge of the school in the 
intervening time. The school was commenced under the instruction of Mr. 
Dwight about the first of May; the number of pupils is twelve; and the ac- 
counts which your Committee have received of their deportment and pro- 
eress are highly satisfactory. 

As a particular account of this seminary, styled in its constitution, THE 
ForEIGN Mission Scuoot, is expected from the School Agency, it would 
he superfluous to go into minute details, or to dilate on the subject in the 
present Report. 

Your Committee, however, cannot dismiss this topic without stating, that, 
‘yom extensive information and various evidence, it appears, that the schook 
's regarded, in all parts of our country, with particular favor and a very 
lively interest. By this Board it will ever be fostered with parental care. 
esigned, as it is, to fit young persons who come to this favored land, from 
midst the darkness and corruptions and miseries of paganism, to be sent 
vack to their respective nations with the blessings of civilized and christian- 
ized society; with the useful sciences and arts; with the purifying light of sal- 
vation; with the elevating hopes of immortality; the relative importance and 
eventual utility of this infant se-ninary can hardly be too highly estimated. 
May abundant grace, from Hi in whom all fulness dwells, make it a living 
fountain, Whose pure and fertilizing streams shall cause many a wilderness 
and solitary place to be glad, and many a desert to rejoice and blossom as the 
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NEW MISSIONARIES. 


Our Missionaries 2t Bombay, in Ceylon, and in the Cherokee nation, all ex- 


ovess an earnest desire that more laborers may be sent out to help them in, 


‘heir great work. Not only, indeed, is it evidently of high importance, that 
the several stations already occupied should be strengthened; but cther fields 
are opening with inviting prospects and with urgent claims, and the harvest 
truly is plenteous. It must therefore rejoice the hearts and excite the grati- 
tude of all the friends of the cause to know, that new laborers are coming for~ 
ward to the holy and momentous work. 

On the 3d day of the present month, in pursuance of arrangements previ- 
ously made by your Committee, Messrs. ALLEN GRAVES, E.tsua P. 
Swik?T, Joun Nicxwous, Danie S. ButTrick, and LEvi PARSONS, were 
ordained in Boston, as missionaries to be employed under the direction of this 
Board. It was found convenient that the ordination should be in connexion 
with the induction of the Rev. SERENO Epwarpbs DwiGHT into the pas- 
soral office in the church in Park-street; and the sermon for both occasions 
vas bv the Rev. Lyman Beecher. The introductory prayer was offered by 
che Rev. Mr. Taylor, of New Haven, (Con.) the prayer consecrating the 
‘uissionaries by your Corresponding Secretary; the charge to them was de- 
‘ivered by the Rev. Dr. Morse, and the right hand of fellowship by the Rev. 
Mr. Bates of Dedham, assisted by the Rev. Messrs. Codman of Dorchester, 
Huntington of Boston, Gile of Milton, and Storrs of Randolph; and the Rev. 
Mr. Ilomer of Newton offered the concluding prayer. These services were 
tollowed by a celebration of the holy Supper, in which the Vice President of 
this Board presided; the Rev. Mr. Beecher, and the Rev. Mr. Paysen, of 
Portland, were the administrators; and hundreds of grateful communicants 
issemmbled from different and distant churches, united in shewing forth the 
Lord’s death as the propitiation for the sins of the world, and the foundation 
othope to all the families of the earth. It was aday of impressive solemnity, 
ot holy joy, and of sacred vows. 

f the missionaries thus solemnly separated to the work, Messrs. Graves 
and Nichols are destined for India, to strengthen our stations there, and are 
“xpected to take their departure in two or three weeks. Mr. Butrick is soon 
° b€ sent to one of the [ndiaa ‘Tribes in the southwestern part of our coup- 
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try. Mr. Switt hoids himself in readiness forthe Eastern or Western service 
to be sent forth as soon as certain particular contingencies will enable vour 
Committee finally to decide on his destination. And Mr. Parsons is intended 
to be employed for some time, as an agent for promoting the objects of the 
Board at home; and afterwards to be sent forth to any field, to which Diviye 
Providence may direct. 

Besides those now named, there are two others, who hold themselves ey. 
gaged and ready for the service. About nine months agoa letter was receiy- 
ed by the Corresponding Secretary from the Rev. Ard Hoyt, then pastor 
of a church in Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, in which he expressed himself as 
follows: ‘*With diffidence and trembling T write to you on a subject, whic} 
for some months past has pressed on my mind with great weight, viz. offer. 
ing myself and family to go on a mission to some of the heathen tribes on our 
frontiers. Attending to your plan for evangelizing these tribes, I thought | 
could see it perfectly practicable; and was led to believe that a divine blessing 
would attend the undertaking, if American Christians would enter into the 
spirit of this plan, and prosecute it upon that large scale, and with that benev- 
olence and perseverance, which the magnitude of the work calls for. My 
mind was expanded, my heart was enlarged, and imagination painted these 
now savage tribes, ‘/2g¢lish in their language, civilized in their manners, and 
Christian in their religion. I then said, Who will go?—and for my life could 
not help replying in the language of the prophet, ‘Here am I; send me.’ Since 
that time waking or sleeping, my mind has been on this subject more than any 
other, and frequently to the exclusion of all other care and thought.”—" After 
repeatedly seeking divine direction, I have concluded, dear Sir, to write to 
you, and through you to the Prudential Committee, if you should see cause 
tolay the subject before them.”—“T am now forty-six years old.”—“We have 
three children, (one son and two daughters) who are the hopeful subjects of 
renewing grace, and who had manifested strong desires to be sent to the hea- 
then, before there was any thought of my going. The youngest of the three 
has passed her eighteenth year. The son is now a member of Princeton Col- 
lege in the junior class. There is alsoa young man twenty-five years old, of 
approved talents and piety, who has been tor sometime a member of my fam- 
ily, studying under the patronage of a benevolent society, for the express pur 
pose of being prepared to go tothe heathen. Should my family be accepted, 
he will be pleased to go with us.” 

This interesting communication demanded attention; and what was deem- 
ed a suitable course of proceeding was svggested. Mr. Hoyt submitted his 
case to ecclesiastical advisement; was regulaply dismissed from his pastoral 
charge; and, by the same ministers, who were present at his dismission, was 
very affectionately and amply recommended to the Prudential Committee as 
“a regular and resp.* table minister of the Gospel, highly esteemed for his 
talents, prudence, and piety, and eminently qualified for usefulness in the con- 
templated mission.”” By the same ministers, also, Mr. William Chamberlain, 
the young man mentioned by Mr. Hoyt, as a member of his family, was re- 
commended, “as a suitable character to be employed in an Indian Missiou;— 
as a discreet, pious, zealous, and promising young man;” and a highly satis- 
factory testimonial was given in favor of the whole family. 

‘There are known to your Committee five or six young men, now in a coursé 
of preparation for the ministry, who hold themselves devoted to the service 
of Christ among the heathen, and intend ere long to offer themselves in form 
to the patronage of this Board. 

In no instance have the Committee soughz for missionaries, or used solici- 
tation or persuasion with an individual to engage in the service. All who 
have been received under the patronage of the Board, have offered them- 
selves, and not till their course of preparatory studies for the ministry WS 
completed, or nearly completed; constrained, as they have thought, by the 
influences of divine grace, and esteeming it the highest privilege to be employ- 
ed in making known the way of life to the perishing heathen. Nor have they 
been received, until the Committee have obtained satisfactory evidence 
their essential qualifications. 
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FUNDS. 


The Board was apprised at the last anniversary, that its extended plans 
could not be carried into effect without greatly augmented expenditures. To 
secure the necessary funds required early and earnest attention. Agreeably 
to the recommendation of the Board, the Rev. Mr. Cornelius has been con- 
tinued by the Committee, as an Agent; and his well directed diligence and 
seal, his fidelity and success, entitle him to the thanks of all who love the 
Lord Jesus and his cause, and call for most grateful acknowledgments to the 
God of all grace. Other Agents have been employed, among whom our mis- 
sionaries, the Rev. Mr. Hoyt in Pennsylvania, Mr. Swift in New Jersey and 
New York, Mr. Nichols in New Hampshire, and Mr. Parsons in Vermont,— 
and besides them, the Rev. Nathan Perkins in Hampshire and the adjoining 
counties, the Rev. Samuel J. Mills in Maryland and Virginia, and Mr. 
Robert C. Robbins in the southern states, have rendered very essential ser~- 
vices. Other agents have yielded occasional assistance, in the places where 


they respectively reside. 


Within the past year donations have been received from forty-seven For- 
eign Mission Societies, one Aundred and sixteen other Societies, under differ- 
ent names, principally, however, denominated Cent Societies, and one hun- 
dred and thirty-six associations for the education of heathen children and 
youth; making about éAree hundred in the whole. Of these Societies, eighty- 
one consist of males only, one Aundred and seventy-three of females only, 
twenty of persons of both sexes, the remaining fwenty five not being distin- 
euished, (whether composed of males or females, or of persons of both sexes, 
in their Communications to the Treasurer. 

Though many of these Societies remit but small sums, they exhibit most 
pleasing evidence that a multitude of hands are already employed in this 
work of the Lord; and they furnish a rational prospect, that donations may 
be greatly increased, if the knowledge of the Christian public advances, and 
the zeal and activity of the friends of missions are augmented. As auxiliary 
societies are multiplied; as new fields for missionary exertion are opened; 
as new and urgent calls are made upon Christian benevolence, the Commit- 
tee feel the necessity of a more Constant intercourse with the various patrons 
of the Board, than has hitherto subsisted. Such an intercourse, bv means of 
the press, is easily practicable, if the functionaries of the Board can command 
the time requisite for it. 

The donations to the Board, during the year past, have somewhat exceed- 
ed twenty-seven thousand dollars. 

To the numerous friends of this Board, in the different parts of our coun- 
try, associated and unassociated, male and female, who, by their liberal ben- 
efactions, their active exertions, or their efficient influence, have aided its 
general design, or its particular objects, every member will concur with the 
Committee in feeling and expressing the liveliest gratitude. The true friends 
of missions are one body, having one common object, one common interest. 
Chere are many members, but they are all necessary. Ifthis Board is neces- 
sary, its various auXiliary associations are also necessary; and so too are the 
individuals, even to the widow of two mites, who contrivute to its funds, and 
labor and pray for its success. ‘his sentiment siould be deeply and mutually 
felt. It should be felt and acknowledged that the small contribution of the 
humblest friend of the cause is as reallv a service to it,—as really, though not 
in the same degree, necessary to its advancement, as the munificent donation 
of its Most opulent benefactor, or the arduous labors of its most important 
lunctionary. With this sentiment, it is deveutly to be wished that the whole 
Christian community may be inspired. | 

Though in the course of the last year many new associations have been 
formed, and many new contributors have come forward, and the amount of 
Contributions and donations has been more than double that of any former 
year, yet there is need, most urgent need of increased activity, of mare en- 
targed liberality, of greatly mtultiphed numbers, of vastly augmented funds. 
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Tf the income of the Board has increased, so also has the expenditure; Oy, 
expenses the last year for missionaries, schools, and translations at Bombay 
and Ceylon, amount to almost eleven thousand dollars; those for the varioys 
purposes of the Cherokee establishment, to almost two thousand and six hun. 
dred; those for the foreign mission school at Cornwall, to about five thoy. 
sand; and those of various contingencies to about seventeen hundred: making 
a total of somewhat more than twenty thousand dollars. This augmented 
expenditure, considering the objects to which it has been applied, will be 
matter of devout joy and thankfulness to all, who, with singleness of heart, 
seek the enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom and the best interests o; 
mankind. It has been applied for the support of eight preachers of the Gos. 
pel to the heathen,—for the employment of as many teachers of schools j; 

heathen lands,—for the instruction directly of four or five hundred youth ang 
children, heathen and Jewish,*—for the founding of establishments, designe¢ 
for the unlimited benefit of heathen nations, ana for the translation into vari. 
ous heathen languages, and the dispersion among millions of heathen people. 
of the lively Oracles, given from Heaven, to turn them from their vanities 
anto the living God, and to raise them from their wretchedness to immorta’ 

elory. 

Must not the expenditure of the ensuing year be much greater? Is it no: 
desirable that it should be? 

It is calcnlated, indeed, that the foreign mission school and the Cherokee 
establishment will henceforth do much fer their own maintenance; though they 
will still require, from year to year, very considerable aid. But to the eight 
missionaries, already dependent on the Board for support, six or seven more 
ire now to be added; other establishments, similar to that in the Cherokee 
nation, are to be founded; other schools are to be established in India; and in 
the printing and distributing of the Scriptures and other books advances must 
he made, attended with proportionably increased expense. 

In this prospective view there is nothing to appal or to dismay, but every 
hing to animate and to incite. The work must advance; and the means will 
ve supplied. ‘he cause 1s God’s; the silver and the gold are his; and the 
hearts and the hands of men are in his power. His word of promise also is 
ample and sure. Yet the plan of his sovereign wisdom connects with his all- 
oowerful grace the otherwise inefficient exertions of men; and makes it the 
high duty and privilege of his friends, in their various places and relations, to 
unite their hearts with His, and to be active co-workers with Him. 

Here then is ample warrant, encouragement, and scope for both associated 


and individual effort for the advancement of the best of objects; for the exer- 


tion of that sacred influence which peculidrly belongs to the ministers of 
Christ; for the exercise of that female love to the Savior and his cause, which 
o often displays itself as his brightest image on earth, and of which so many 
precious memorials are borne upon his heart; and for the activity and liber- 
ality ofall, who would wish to have it appear in the final, revealing day, that 
-hey have done something for the spread of his great salvation. And your 
Committee are persuaded that, when the Christian public shall be made ac: 
quainted with what has been done, and given distinctly to understand, that 
augmented funds are urgently needed, for the support cf missions and schools 
already established, for the establishment of others, and for carrying forward 
the interesting work of translating, printing, and distributing the Word of Life, 
an animated activity and liberality will be displayed. 
lf, during the last year, a year of uncommon and almost unexampled scar- 
city and embarrassment in our country at large, oar more than doubled ex- 
penditure was met with more than doubled receipts; what may not be rea- 
sonably expected for the ensuing year, now that the Lord has opened the wit 
dows of heaven, and poured out a blessing upon the land extensively, so that 
there is scarcely room enough to receive it? Will not this exuberance of dr 


* While this sheet was partly in type, intelligence was received from Bombay, whig! 
authorizes ws bo say geven or eight hundsed, instead of four or five hundred. 
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Shut up those schools, and send those hundreds of children to remain in the 
enorance and to follow the ways of their parents. Let the heathen take care’ 
¥ themselves and of their own. If the Savior will have them for his inheri- 
8 of ‘tance, he will take possession of them when he pleases. It is no concern of 
soe. ours’? Will they say this? 

Trusting in God, this Board may, and must “Go FORWARD.” We have 
‘he high commission of the ascending Redeemer. We have the command- 
meat of the everlasting God. OwuRn oBJECT IS SECOND TO NONE UNDER 
yEAVEN. ‘for after that, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God, BY THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING, (0 save 
: them that believe.’ The translation and dispersion of the Scriptures, and 
schools for the instruction of the young, are parts, and necessary parts, of the 
ereat design. But it must never be forgotten, or overlooked, that the com- 
mand is, to “freack the Gospel to every creature,” and that the preaching of 
the word, however foolish it may seem to men, is the grand mean appointed 
20 vy the wisdom of God for the saving conversion of the nations. ' 

It is therefore matter of devout gratulation, that the missionary spirit is [ 
continually rising and spreading. And though this Board is not limited to any 
geographical division of our country, or to any denomination of Christians; 
ee [aE yevit will gratefully hail other societies, formed for the same general object; 
in weicome them to a share in this great work of beneficence; and reciprocate 

with them every affectionate and friendly office. The field is wide enough 
forall. Let all, who will, come forward tothe work. We cordially bid them 
. God speed. 
ji The true missionary spirit, is the spirit of love;—of that charity which 
, seeketh not her uwn—which envieth not; and it is not the least among the 
5 vlessed effects to be expected from the diffusion of this spirit, that in so far 
: | as it prevails, it will break down the barriers of party, destroy invidious dis- 
e tmctions, and unite the hearts and hands of Christians in one glorious design, 
, | the spread of “rere CoMMoN SALVATION.” The prophetic word is sure. 
' When the earth is to be “filled with the knowledge of Jehovah as the waters 
cover the sea;” then “Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not 
vex Ephraim.” Happy day!—Blessed consummation: Heaven will look 
iown with delight; and united Zion in all her dwellings shall hear the majes- 
| ‘ic voice, **Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lorp is 
risen upon thee.—And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about and see: all they 
sather themselves together; they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, 
and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. ‘Then shalt thou see, and flow 
together, and thine heart shall fear and be enlarged; because the abundance 
of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Genules shall come 
Bato thee. 


=ZXXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF THE AGENTS OF THE 
FOREIGN MISSION SCHOOL. 


{The Report, from which the following extracts are made,’ was prepared by the Visiting 
Vommittee of the school, soon after the semi-annual visitation, which was on the first Wed- 
uesday of September. The agents met early in October, 1816; and soon after fixed upon 
4 place for the establishment of the school;—-and subsequently proceeded to appoint a prin- 
cipal, as is stated in the Report of the Prudential Committee. As the instruction of the 
J ouths in practical agriculture is an important object of the establishment, the agents ape 
Pouted Deacon Henny Han, of Goshen, to superintend this branch of busipess. } 
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It is very natural for the public, and especially for the patrons of the institution, to ey, 
pect a particular account of the character of the youths, who are patronized. So far q; 
respects the young men themselves, it would perhaps be as well if nothing were publisheg 
pr erent them; but, it isto be hoped, that their instructors will gaard them against bejp 
elated with the favorable opinien, which may be formed of them, by fallible men, and yijj 
press upon them the duty of humbling themselves before God, examining their hearts a; 
in his presence, and possessing such a character as he will approve. 


After stating at large the facts, which have been briefly adverted to, the Report pro. 
ceeds as follows: | 


“The contracting committee, having received authority from the Pruden. 
tial Committee of the Board, proceeded to purchase in Cornwall two dwell. 
ing houses: one for a boarding house, two stories high, newly finished through. 
gut, and painted red; for which, and five and a half acres of good arable land 
adjoining, and eighty acres of timber land one mile distant, they gave two 
thousand dollars. The other house is for the Principal, and is two stories 
high, has two stacks of chimnies, was covered and painted white on the out- 
side, for which and three quarters of an acre of land adjoining they 
gave six hundred collars. The house has since been finished inside, which 
cost six hundred and twenty-five dollars more. 

“The people of Cornwall gave, in consideration of the school being estab- 
lished there, a convenient academy, 40 feet by 20, with three apartments, 
which is near the abovementioned houses. They also gave thirteen acres of 
woodland, a part within half a mile, and the remainder within a mile of the 
academy. And they also subscribed in money and articles of clothing a con- 
siderable sum. The whole amount of donations from Cornwall is ps to 
be somewhcre from eleven to thirteen hundred dollars. Deeds of the above- 
mentioned property have beer taken by the contracting committee in behalf 
of the Board, and having been duly acknowledged and recorded, are now in 
thepossession of said committee.* 

“About the Ist of May last, the buildings having been prepared, the school 
commenced its operations at Cornwall under the care of Mr. Dwight. 

“Soon after the commencement of the school in Cornwall, the Committee 
received an application from two young men of our own nation to be admitted 
into the school, for the purpose of being educated for missionary labor 
among the heathen. Their desire is to give themselves up to the Board to 
be educated and disposed of, as to their field and station of future labors, just 
as the Board shall see fit to direct. ‘The name of one is SAMUEL RUGGLES, 
of Brookfield, (Con.) The name of the other, James Ey, a native of Lyme, 
(Con.) They are both of age to act for themselves. Ruggles has been a 
member of Morris Academy at South-Farms, under the instruction of the 
Rev. William R. Weeks, and is highly spoken of by his instructor. He has 
gained a good knowledge of Latin, and been threugh several books of the 
Greek Testament. Ely has been a member of Bacon Academy, Colchester, 
(Con.) He is well recommended, and has been through the most of Virgil. 
‘hey are members in good standing of the churches in their native towns. 
They are both destitute of property. 

‘‘The committee hesitated, at first, about their admission, but viewing the 
hand of Providence in this application, and recollecting the principles of the 
Missionary Seminary at Gosport, (Eng.) they deemed it their duty to give 
the young men a trial, until the pleasure of the Board could be known. ‘The 
committee wished, also, to acquaint themselves more fully with the particu- 
Jar character and promise of these young men. They have consequently 
been in the school most of the summer; and the committee can now freely 
express their decided approbation of these young men, and cheerfully recom 
mend them to the patronage of the Board. They appear to be pious and dis- 
crect, and to possess respectable talents. They possess, in a high degree, 4 
Missionary spirit, and have, we think, some peculiar qualifications to be use- 
ful as missionaries. ‘Their desire for the missionary life appears to be not 4 


* The Legislature of Connecticut passed an act last May, empowering the Board ul 
realestate to a certain extent. 
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transient emotion of youth, but a deliberate choice, and a settled principle. 
And we believe, from all that we can observe, that full confidence may be 
laced in their firmness and perseverance. They have had their attention 
and desires, from the first, turned to the Sandwich Islands, though they are 
willing to abide the direction of their patrons. It is not their expectation 
that they shall be sent to college, nor do they aspire to the rank of teachers 
or leaders. ‘They expect to obtain such knowledge of the sciences and of 
theology, as they can in the seminary, and then be schoolmasters, catechists 
or teachers, as the Board shall direct. Ely is a cooper by trade, which we 
think an additional recommendation.* 

“These young men have been extremely useful in the school. Their ex- 

ample and influence among the other youths has been very salutary. Hav- 
ing gained the entire confidence of the foreign boys, they keep them from de- 
siring other company, and maintain a kind of influence, which greatly assists 
the instructor, and promotes the harmony of the school. ‘They are also fast 
catching the language of the youths, with whom they associate, and will soon 
be able to converse in the language of Owhyhee. On the whole, the com- 
mittee cannot but express the hope that they shall be permitted to retain these 
young men as members of the school. 
' “Besides these two young men, the school now consists of ten members. 
Five of these are the youths from the Sandwich Islands; viz. Odookiah, 
Hofioo, Tamoree, Lennooe and Honoree. Concerning these an acconnt is 
already before the public. ‘The committee have it to say, that their conduct, 
since they have been in the school, is satisfactory. Odookiah has for several 
years been a professor of the religion of Jesus; and we are happy to say, that 
his conduct and conversation have been such as become the Gospel. He ap- 
pears to grow in grace, and more and more to eviuce the reality of his new 
birth. He has been studying Latin chiefly the last summer, and has made as 
good proficiency as youths of our own country ordinarily do. //efio0, having 
for about two years entertained a hope in Christ, has been the past summer 
admitted to the first church in Cornwall, and received the ordinance of bap- 
tism. He shines uncommonly bright as a Christian; has the zeal of an apos- 
tle, and ardently longs for the time, when it shall be thought his duty toreturn 
‘to his countrymen with the message of Jesus. His fricads, who know his feel- 
ings, have no doubt tliat Hopoo would burn at the stake for the honor of 
Christ. Zennooe and Honoree have given satisfactory evidence of having 
passed from death unto life; and should their example continue to cor- 
respond with this judgment, they will probably soon be admitted to confess 
Christ before men. ‘Lennooe and Hopoo are about in the same adyance of 
study; they have been attending to English grammar and arithmetic the 
past summer. Honoree has been employed in reading and spelling, together 
with exercies of the pen. 


fAn account is next given of Tamoree, who, soon after he joined the school, was less 
submissive to authority and less patient of restraint, than was desirable. ‘The committee 
say, however, that he has “conducted himself the past summer much to their satisfaction,” 
ane 1 he “has been obedicut and respectful,” ‘The account concerning him concludes 
thus: 


“He has uncommon talents and activity, and by the grace of God, will be- 
eminently useful. Considering the interest which the Christian public feel in 
him, and the manv prayers which daily ascend for his conversion, we are 
cheered with the hope, that he is a chosen vessel of God to bear his name 
among the heathen. 

“John Johnson is a native of Calcutta. His mother is a Jewess of the race 
of Black Jews. His father is the son of an English gentleman by the name of 
Johnson, and a Hindoo woman, whom he married in India. He is a merchant 
in Calcutta, and put his son on board a British vessel to send him to Enzland 
ior the purpose of receiving an education. On her passage the vessel was 


‘TT . . ° ° ° . . . 
The reader will bear it in mind, that the introduction of the mechanical arts among: 
saVages hotds a prominent plave in every wise plan for their civilization. 
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captured by an American privateer, and ordered to New York; but on hep 
way thither she was retaken by a British frigate and carried into Halifax. 
Here she was refitted, and sent on her voyage to England. But she fell jp 
with an American frigate, and was taken and sent into New York. From 
this place Johnson and the crew were put on board a cartel, and ordered to 
Kingland as prisoners of war. But touching at Grenada, in the West Indies, 
Johnson took the yellow fever. His case being considered hopeless, and the 
cartel about to sail, the captain, fearing the infection, and knowing Johnson to 
be a friendiess stranger, ordered him to be wrapped in a blanket, and laid on 
the beach to die. Here he was found by a gentleman of the island, who, with 
his lady, was taking an evening walk onthe beach. ‘The gentleman, learn- 
ing his situation, ordered his servants to take Johnson to his house. Here by 
seasonable aid and nur sing he soon recovered, and was then left to go whither 
he pleased. Not finding a ready passage to England, he went on board an 
American vessel, and came directly to Derby, (Con.) From this place he went 
to live with the Rev. Nathaniel G. Huntington of Woodbridge; and when the 
Foreign Mission School was opened, he was sent on to the committee and ad- 
mitted a member. Johnson is a Mohamedan by habit, and when he first 


joined the school was very bigoted, usually saying his pravers to the proplie: 


four times aday. But his attachment to this w ay has evidently much de- 
clined. He now begins to doubt the divine mission of Mohamed; and is will- 
ing to hear him called an impostor. He manifests a great reverence for the 
Scriptures, and a great desire to read them, which he is just beginning to do. 
His progress has as yet been moderate, and his talents are not of the most 
tively cast. Yethe is diligent andstudious. And considering the remarkable 
leadings of Providence by which he has been placed under our Care, we can- 
not but hope he is designed to be an instrument of good in some station. John- 
son speaks the Arabic and Hebrew languages with ease, and is, we think, an 
important acguisition on thisaccount. He knows Dr. Carey, and has heard 
him preach; and says the Doctor passes by his father’s door every Sabbath 
in going to church. 
“John lWindallis, naccor ding to his own account, a native of the province ot 
Bengal, born about SO miles “from Calcutta. He early entered on board a 
vessa, and has since followed the se as, in vessels of different nations. When 
the late war commenced he was thrown out of employ, being in this country; 
and on this account found it neccessary to ap} »ly himself to labor for a subsist 
ence. He came from New York to the western part of Connecticut, and was 
finally taken up by the Rev. D. A. Clark of Southbury, and after a short resi- 
dence with him he came into the hands of the agents. 
“Windall is steady and free from vicious habits, though not religious. Hs 
i$ arnixious to learn, and persevering in his exertions, though his talents are 0! 
the moderate cast and his progress slow. He began with his letters and is 
now able to read sentences in the bible. 
“George Sandwich is a native of the Sandwich Islands, and came t 
America when very young. Since his arrival in this country, till the las’ 
spring, he has lived pr incipally in Enfield (Mass.) When he was received to 
the school last spring, he scarcely knew the alphabet, and had, by his own 
account, lived ina thoughtless manner, Soon after he joined the school, he 
became apparently Geeply impressed with the concerns of his soul. His 
concern continued to increase until, to use his own expression, ‘‘all the sins he 
ever cominitted came and stood before him.” He has since manifested new 
views and feelings, and gives very comforting evidence of a change of heart. 
Ue is naturally of a very amiable friendly disposition, and has acquired habits 
of industry and economy. His talents are good, and his improvement very 
encouraging. ‘Lhe committee consider him one of the most promising mem- 
bers of the school. 
“TWVilliam Kummoolah is a native of the Sandwich Islands. He'came with 
Capt. Robert Edes to Charlestown (Mass.) Sast year. He isay outh of about 
17 years. He can speak but little of our language yct, and is gradually learn 
ing toread and spell. ‘To use the Janguage of his instructor; ‘William Is @ 
fovely boy. Heis remarkably amiable and affectionate. He has, during the 
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- past summer, evidently been the subject of religious exercises of some kind; 
X. sjough from ignorance of our language he is unable to give an account of them. 
in He has derived great advantage from his serious companions, who could 
im, gnverse and pray with him in his own tongue.” 

to “Simon Annance is from one of the Indian tribes in Canada. He has been 
S, aken into the school on trial, and has so lately entered that the Committee 
de save not had opportunity to form any settled opinion concerning him; neither 
to save they any thing very interesting to state. {ff he should be continued in 
mM he school, we hope hereafter to give a more detailed account of him. 

h “Other students might have been admitted; but the state of the school and 
a f£ our accommodations would not permit. As soon as we can complete our 
d establishment, and the principal arrives, we hope to be able to receive a con- 
oT siderable addition to our present number. We can have students, as fast as 
iD we can accommodate them aud support them. Several are now waiting for 
ut permission to join the school. 

e “The semi-annual examination of the school took place before the visiting 
l- -ymmittee on the first Wednesday of September instant, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 
it it was an interesting occasion. Several of the neighboring clergy and a num- 
vt yer of ladies, who have taken an interest in these youths, attended. The 
a udents acquitted themselves to the satisfaction of allpresent. ‘Their accu- 
I- / racy in grammar and arithmetic, and the handsome specimens of their pen- f 
a | manship, which were exhibited, were particularly remarkable. In spelling: | 
° they found the greatest difficulty. 

t : “In the afternoon, an interesting discourse, adapted to the occasion, was 
. Jelivered in the meeting house by the Rev. Mr. Prentice, trom Matt. xiii, 16,17. 


‘ After the sermon, the Committee attended in the Academy to hear the Re- 
eter of behavior for the teri, and to distribute two premiums to the high- 
. est on the Register. On examination, it appeared that the first premium be- 
' longed to Zamorece, and the second to Hofico, It ought, however, to be 
stated, that Obookiah, and the two American youths, not being present at the 
beginning of the term, no account was opened with them. 


| “The students, after a short recess, will spend the vacation in preparing 
. wood for winter, 

: “As to the expenses of the School, they have necessarily been greater at 
, - the outset, than will hereafter be the case. Many articles of furniture and 


implements of husbandry and articles of bedding have been necessary, which 
we shall not have to furnish every year. ‘The school was setup at a time 
when provisions were universally scarce and high. And many repairs and 
conveniences about the buildings were found necessary, which have swelled 
the bill of expenses. 

“The expenses we hope wi7il diminish as we are enabled to take advantage 
of circumstances. “Che young men inthe School all labored, in their turn, a 
partof the time. They have cultivated 4 acres of corn, which is promising; 
and about 3 acres of potatoes; and secured some hay. ‘lhe committee hope 
‘obe able to extend the farming business next season, so that each student 
will, by laboring two days in a week, nearly earn his tood. Arrangements 
are making in many neighboring towns, among benevolent females, to supply 
Clothing for the school; and we think a competent supply will in this way be 
shortly afforded. ‘Fhe committee have to acknowledge particular obligations 
tor liberal aid in this way from benevolent females in New Haven, Litchfield, 
Goshen, South-Farms, Cornwall, East-Guilford, North-Guilford, Hadlyme, 
and Stockbridge, ( Mass.) 


[After making several inquiries, with respect to the domestic affairs of the school, and 
suggesting, whether it would not be best to have some of the youths study physie and 
surgery, (the professors of the medical institution at New Haven offering to permit them 
‘9 attend lecttwes gratis,) the committee canclude as follows: | 


. “The comfnittee cannot conclude this report without expressing the satis- 
' ‘action they feel in this institution, and the growing interest taken in it by the 
= Christian public in this region. The plan ofthe schoal meets with universal 
approbation; and the conduct of the students has been so regular and re- 
“pectable as to gain the cenfidence and affection, not only of the people ef: : 
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Cornwall, but of all the surrounding towns. Hitherto the Lord hath helped 
us. His hand has been conspicuous in every stage of the institution. And 
when we look forward, the most encouraging prospects are presented. We 
hope ere long to see this small stream become a river, which shall mzke glad 
the city of our God. We long to sce the dear youth under our care depart- 
ing to set up the standard of Jesus in the land of their nativity. We long to 
see them on the way to their kindred after the flesh, kaden with the richest 
blessing that man ever received; bearing the most joyful message man ever 
heard. May God hasten the time when the Board will see the way open to 
establish a mission in the Sandwich Islands. 

‘The late glorious events at the Society Isles, particularly at Otaheite and 
Eimeo, make our hearts burn with desire and expectation of witnessing the 
saine triumphs of the cross at Owhyhee and Woahoo. From all accounts we 
receive, this field is already white to the harvest. O may the laborers, whom 
God is raising up, soon be prepared to thrust in their sickles and reap. 

‘The committee pray that the Board may enjoy the presence of God in 
their present meeting, and that the blessing of many ready to perish may 
eome upon them. 

“Cornwall, ( Con.) Sepfit.2, 1817. 
Signed by order, JamEs Morris, Chairman,” 


, For the Panoplist. 
ACCOUNT OF THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN ACWORTH, N. it 


THE writer of the following account was ordained over the Congregational 
Church and Society in Acworth, Sept. 7, 1814. Previous to this time he does 
not learn that there ever was in the society a general attention to religion; 
any thing which might properly be denominated a revival; although a very 
decent respect to the means of grace, and a general willingness to support the 
Gospel, were characteristics of the people from their first settlement. While 
the more public forms of godliness were observed, there was an evident lack 
of that vital piety, which causes its possessors to hold intercourse with heaven, 
when the world does mot see them. 

Professors in too many instances slumbered and slept, indifferent to the 
state of their lamps, whether they contained oil ornot. And if possible, they 
were still less concerned at the death-like stupor which prevailed in the un- 
godly world around. One year rolled away after another bearing mortals to 
thew long home; in some instances sweeping them away as with a flood,* 
while the living remained unconcerned, and regarded not the solemn call 
which spoke aloud on every hand, “Prepare to meet thy God.” 

The time | labored among them previous to my settlement, was not distin- 
guished for any thing in particular, except a good attention to the preached 
word. No instances of individual conversion were discovered until after that 
period. At the first communion after ordivation, sixteen offered themselves 
to the church; most of whom dated their hope of a saving change previous te 
my coming among them. But immediately after this, instances of indi- 
vidual conviction made their appearance in different parts of the society, and 
one and another were made to rejoice in God their salvation. While these 
drops were few, their diffusion manifested that God had some mercy, even 
for the evil and unthankful. During the first year nearly thirty embraced 
the Savior according to the covenants of the Gospel. The second year was 
marked with appearances very similar, and about the same number were 
hopefully brought home to Christ through the only way, regeneration. 

At the commencement of my third ministerial year, Sept. 1816, affairs be- 
gait to wear a still more favorable aspect. What was serious before, appear- 
ed solemnnow. ‘The seats in the house of God were filled, not with drowsy 


_ * {hn 1812—66; in 1813—23; in 1814—46, died; mostly of the spotted fevera-amovnt' 
ing in three year’ to 140—mmore than one eleyeuth of the whole population. 
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inattentive hearers, but with awakened immortals, hanging on the lips of the 
speaker, with almost breathless attention; looking as if their everlasting all 
was suspended on the proper improvement of a single sermon. Neither were 
the people satisfied with attending merely on the duties of the sanctuary. 
Conference-meetings were established in different parts of the society, and 
were attended with increasing interest. About this time our winter schools 
commenced; and several of them enjoyed the distinguished blessing of having 
pious young men to instruct them. Feeling that responsibility, which every 
guardian of youth, who knows the worth of the soul, will feel, they blended 
divine with human learning: and while they were careful in teaching the 
“young idea how to shoot,’ they were no less anxious that its first growth 
should be heaven-ward. In a school in the western part of the society, a 
regular Course of biblical instruction was introduced, according to the plan 
jaid down in “‘Wilbur’s catechism.” Questions were proposed weekly, and 
one evening in each week set apart for their discussion. The answers to 
these questions are required to be in scripture language. As soon as this 
mode of religious instruction was introduced, a visible alteration was seen in 
many scholars. They began to discover a greater relish for the Holy Scrip- 
tures. In searching for the answers to their questions, they felt an increas- 
ing desire to know more of the lively oracles of divine truth. Every vacant 
moment, when relieved from their other school exercises, the Bible was taken 
up, and the unheeded tear, which now aud then would drop over the sacred 
page, showed that the contents were becoming daily more precious to the 
soul. On Tuesday evening, January 14, 1817, when assembled as usual for 
the discussion of their scriptural questions, occurred a scene, on which mem- 
ory lingers with delight; and which no doubt excited those fresh acclama- 
tions of joy in heaven, which take place on the return of every penitent sinner. 

The house on a sudden, became a little Pentecost. The first question 
which was asked a young woman of twenty years of age, was **What is 
regeneration?” She rose, attempted to answer, failed, and sunk under the 
weight of a wounded spirit. The next in order was called upon, but was 
unable to reply, from the same cause as the former. The third issued in the 
same manner; and in a few minutes the whole school present, consisting of 
about twenty-six scholars, were overwhelmed in a flood of penitential grief; 
and cries such as these were heard in different directions: ‘‘How can | live! 
What shall I do! God be merciful to me a sinner!”” With these were min- 
gled from all parts of the room, the pressing anxious request, ‘Do, dear 
master, pray for me—pray for me in particular.” 

In this scene of general distress, the master, though no stranger at the 
throne of grace, and who had previously attended daily prayer in his school, 
was too much agitated by the occasion to command his feelings sufficiently, 
to commend his pupils to the only source of consolation. At this time there 
Was sitting in the midst of this afflicted assembly a young man, who was re- 
markably delivered from the power of sin, and made a trophy of redeeming 
love a few days before; who had but just learned there was a throne of 
grace for humble suppliants to approach; and who possessed no particular 
qualifications to fit him to recommend his despairing school-mates to the 
mercy of heaven. Seeing the perturbation of the master, and the distress 
which prevailed on every side, he rose, and with apparent composure, said, 
“Let us pray.” He prayed: and it was evident God heard; for here was an 
instrument of his own choosing. A modest youth, naturally diffident, a new- 
born soul of yesterday, committing in language perfectly appropriate, the 
Wants of his distressed companions to that wonder-working God, who alone 
is able to forgive sins, and impart spiritual life to the soul. It was a scene 
sufficiently interesting, to have made an apostle tremble. When this prayer 
was finished, the master had so far recovered himself, as to be able to offer up 
a fervent petition in behalf of his school. When he closed, it was proposed to 
send for some of the neighbors. ‘Two men, professors, who had children in 
the school, were accordingly called in. One of these next took his turn in 
Prayer. After some conversation, the forementioned young man, next the 
Master, then the neighbor, each a second time sought in are? tor thrat 
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grace which alone could help in such a time of need. By this time the even. 
ing grew late, and proposals were made to retire. But the scholars, unapi- 
mously, were unwilling to leave the house, or separate from each other. The 
impression which seized their minds seemed to be, that it would be depart- 
ing from the immediate presence of Jehovah. The exclamation of holy Jacob 
was indeed strikingly verified: ‘‘And he was afraid, and said, how dreadfy 
is this place! this is none other but the house of God, this is the gate of 
heaven.” After much intreaty, they were, however, persuaded to go home 
to them respective families. 

Next morning, information being received of what had taken place, a con. 
ference was appointed at a house near the school-house at 1 o’clock, P.M, 
Here was a spectacle presented which must have excited the admiration of 
angels. Each scholar holding in his hand the Bible, Testament, or Watts’s 
psaims and hymns, and searching for his life for that spiritual bread which if 
a man eat, he shall live forever. The assembly was great. During this 
meeting many of those who attended became convinced of their lost condi- 
tion, and began to think it high time to awake out of sleep, and call on God 
before they perished. Onthis melting occasion, the stoutest heart of oak dis- 
soived like wax. And none were present who did not appear to be looking 
to Zion, with their faces thitherward. The Friday evening following, the 
weekly conference returned in the center district. Here at an early hour, 
was presented the little band, literally clad inthe armor of the Gospel; hold- 
mg in their hands the sure directory to eternal life. It may weil be supposed, 
the assembly was crowded. It was proposed that each scholar shouid read 
from the psalm book, with which, as well as the Bible they had been very 
conversant since their first excitement, a psalm or hymn descriptive of the 
state of his mind. Some by this time were delivered from the burden oj 
sin, which had so heavily pressed them down, and that hope which brings 
comfort to every true believer in Jesus, had begun toirradiate the soul. This 
was known from the subject read. ‘To hearts like these, the sentiments con- 
tained in the 126th psalm, C. M. were found to be in perfect unison, as 
were those of the 51st psalm to many others, who seemed overwhel med by 
the waves of contrition; whose tremulous voices faltered as they read, and 
often before the subject was ended, died away in the silence of grief. It 
must be confessed, that the Christian spectator needed a moment’s réflection, 
to determine whether the ground on which he stood was purely earthly. It 
was evident that the Holy Spirit was there. Many, while the sch ol were 
reading, received for the first time in their hearts a pointed arrow from the 
quiver of the Almighty, and like their fellow-sufferers on the day of Pente- 
cost, were led tocry out, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?” At the 
close of this meeting, the number of those, who Know what sore convictions 
mean, was considerably increased. 

Next morning, Saturday, another school in the east part of the town assem: 
bled for their usual school exercises; and it was soon disc. Tered that the 
master was completely incapacitated to proceed with his ordinary instructions, 
on account of the weight of conviction which lay on his mind. Immediately, 
fifteen of his oldest scholars were in a similar situation, and in a short time the 
neighbors were called in, and the school transformed into a religious confer- 
ence; and continued thus until night, when the instructor for -he first time 
dismissed his school with prayer. For some time after this not aday retura- 
ed, which brought not the joyful tidings that some one was convicted, or some 
one made happy beneath the smiles of a reconciled Savior. 

In the first mentioned school, religious books were substituted exclusively, 
and religious instruction the sole business for weeks. The sciiool-house be 
came a Bethel, where God was worshipped morning, noon, and night. Bute 
few weeks elapsed, before the major part were enabled to sing of mercy, and 
when viewing what God had wrought for them, were lost in wonder, love, 
and praise. The work has. appeared to be genuine in nearly every instance, 
and all those who have public ly professed tolove the Lord Jesus Christ, as y& 


appear to walk agreeably to tueir vocation. And most of the number nave 


tor some time been members of Christ’s visible kingdom. Ihe same — 
apply to the master and scholars of the other school. In the course of t¢ 
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winter some drops of mercy fell into two other schools, and individuals were 
raken from them into the school of Christ. . : 

The revival had now become pretty extensive through the society, and was 

rincipally confined to the rising generation, but not wholly. Several in mid- 
dle life have been led to consider, among all their attainments, one thing is 
needful, and appear to have wisely chosen that better part, which cannot be 
taken from them. 

The work has continued through the summer, and now there are some 
hopeful appearances, that God has not left us. Seventy-eight have united 
with the church, and in the judgment of charity thirty or forty more are fit 
subjects for the fellowship of the saints. 

The doctrines delivered from the pulpit, and discussed in the conference 
room, were those which are well known under the title, doctrines of grace. 
And it is believed that not one of the late subjects of the work can be found, 
who would not cordially subscribe to God’s absolute sovereignty, the total de- 
pravity of the natural heart, the agency of the Holy Spirit in regeneration, 
personal election, the underived divinity of Christ, and the final perseverauce 
ofthe saints. ‘She language of one and all is‘ care not how much I am 
abased, if Christ be but exalted.” 

I cannot persuade myself to close this narration, without inculcating on all 
who may read it, the importance of impagrting religious instruction to youth. 
The blessing which God has been pleased to bestow on such instruction in our 
schools has been wonderful: and to his Great Name be all the glory. The 
connexion between the means and their sanctification has been strikingly vis- 
ible. I will give one instance among many. The question given out was, 
“When is the most proper, and perhaps the only time to begin a life of reli- 
gion?” In searching for the answer, the scholars observed, the Scriptures 
every where spoke of this season only in the present tense. ‘‘Now is the ac- 
cepted time,” &c. ‘To day if ye will hear his voice,” &c.; and that ther 
could find no promise of tomorrow. ‘This circumstance alarmed several; and 
under God was the beginning of that conviction which led to a saving repent- 
ance. Arenot these things sufficient encouragement to induce all instructors 
of youth to seize every favorable opportunity to instil into the minds of their 
pfpils the fundamental principles of our holy religion? And will not parents 
feel the importance of selecting pious instructors for their children? those 
who are no strangers themselves to the teachings of the Holy Spirit? Surely 
the above accouut proves the importance of such qualifications in teachers, 
beyond a doubt. 

May God add his blessing to this humble attempt to publish his unspeakable 
goodness, and thus gain fresh honors to that glorious Name, which ere long 
will be revered by every tongue. PHINEHAS COOKE. 

Acworth, Oct. 9, 1817. 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Jer. 1. From the Female Foreign Mission Society of Fairfield, (Con.) by 


Mr. T. Dwight, iiee 
rom the Society in Cummington for promoting Christian Knowledge, by 

_Mr. Amos Cobb, Treasurer, - : r ® 50 59 
From an association of Females in New Haven, (Con.) the avails of their in- 
, dustry, by Miss W. A. Daggett, : : aan 
: From a young lady in Salem, by the Rev. Dr. Worcester, : + 8 

rom the Newell Society inthe north parish of Bridgewater, by Mrs. Charity 
p Jones, treasurer, n ° - ° 61 86 
“tm the Female Cent Society in Wardsboro’, (Ver.) by Mr. Jonathan 

Rovinson, > a - - - 21 3i 
From the Plympton Branch of the Heathen’s Friend Society, by Mrs. Mary 
1, exter, Treasurer, - . : i ar 
aoe friends of missions in Marcellus, (N. Y.) by the Rev. Levi Parsons, 5 60 
; - Benjamin Carhooa, an Owhyhean residiug in Boston, - ; 1 29 
~ £rom Sys. Adams, of Charlestown, - : 1 00 





“arried forward, $155 87 
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Brought forward, $155 87 
From the Female Cent Society i in Danby, (N. x. ) by were. Jerusha Parker, 


Treasurer, 11 36 
From a lady in Hopkinton, (N.H. ) - 1 00 
13. From a female friend in Medfield, by Mr. ‘Artemas Woodward, - 5 00 
16. From the Female Cent Society of Westbrook and Son, (Maine,) by 

Mr. Timothy Hilliard, 23 71 
From the Female Cent Society at St. Albans, (Ver.) by Mrs. Jemima Hoy t, 

‘Treasurer, - 10 00 
From a lady in Hadle wy the Rev. Dr. Lyman, ° ° 500 | 
From subscribers in Ww ‘jiton, (N. H.) by Mr. Jonathan Haskel, : 44 87 
22. From the Female ameaaetead wouety of meee (N. -¥) by Mr. Cornelias 

Marshall, 25 00 
From the Female Foreign Mission ‘Society i in Cornish,(N. H.) by Mrs. Rowell, 

Treasurer, 11 75 
23. From the Newell ‘Socie ty in North Woodstock, (Con. ) by Miss Henrietta 

May, Treasurer, forwarded by Mr. James Porter, 31 60 
From a friend to Missions in Hing gham, for the translations, - 2 00 
24. From the Female Reading Society, Walnut Hill, (Saie,} by Miss Lucy 

Loring, Treasurer, 451 
From the society of the Rey. Mr. Woodward, of Norwich, (Ver.) by Mr. 

Austin Hazen, - 7 50 
27. From the Walton Female Society for promoting foreign missions of 

Delaware County, (N. Y.) by Miss Hannah St. John, Secretary, - 21 53 
From the Foreign Mission Society of New aries — ) and the V av 

by T. Dwight Esq. Treasurer, 85 50 
From the Beneficent Society of young ladies in Newbury port, by Miss Mary 

Pearson, Treasurer, 21 61 


28. From the Femele aan Society of Windsor, »( Mass.) by Mrs. -M. Dorrance, 


Treasurer, 99 75 
From the Heathen’s “Friend Society in Rochester, by Miss Hope Haskel, 

Treasurer, - - 9 00 
From subscribers in Hillsborough, (N. H.) remitted by Mr. George Dascome, 

by the hand of Mr. Jonathan Gove, - - 7 00 
$0. From a friend in Hubbardston, by Mr. S. T. Armstrong, - 5 00 
From Elnathan Strong, Esq. of Hardwick, (Ver.) - : 5 00 
From collecticns at the monthly concert of a ayer, in Hardwick, Greensboro’ 

and Crafisbury, (V er.) - 9 3t 
From the Female Cent Society in ‘Vv ernon, (N. Y.) remitted to the Rev. Dr. 

Morse, by Mrs. Sherwood, the T reasurer, + 98 00 
Brom several ladies of Providence, (R.1.) by Mr. Abner Moree. " 7 00 
From the Female Cent Society ot Br idport, (Ver.) by the Rev. Dr. Davis, 15 75 
From individuals in Sunbury, (Georgia,) by the Rev. Wm. M’Whir, remitted 

to the Rev. Dr. Porter, - ~ 100 
From the Female Charitable Society in South Salem, (N. Y.) - 7 00 
From Josiah Gilbert, $6. From Miss Mary Gilbert 52, . - 8 00 
From Thomas Mead, - 5 00 
From the Auxiliary Juvenile Society of Troy, (N. Y. ) ba L. Coming, Treas- 

urer, remitted to Messrs. Dodge and Sayre, - 35 00 

$738 62 
SCHOOL FUND. 
Oct.1. From female members of the Rev. Dr. Morse’s church, for the edu- 

cation of three chikiren in the families of the missionaries, . F21 90 
From the Female Juvenile Society of Guilford, by the Rev Mr. Dutton, 23 00 
From the Female Cent Society of W eathersfield, (Ver.) for heathen children 

in America, by Deacon N. Coolidge, - - ¥i7 28 
Frorn the Young Men’s Society in the same town for the same object, 

by John Chase, jun. - - 3 89—-—21 17 
From the Heathen en Soc jiety in teat ti by Mr. Amos Cobb, Treas- 5 

urer ° 

‘2. From children in the North parish of Bridgewater, by the Rev. Daniel 

Huntington, - e : a 1 24 " 
From the same, their own earnings, « - - ' 50——-2 7 
From a friend in Salem, for a child to be educated in the nae of Messrs. ~ 

Poor and Warren, - A 13 ¢ 
From a Society in the second parish of Reading, for the support of schools 

o - 51%0 
ainong the heathen, by Dauiel Chute, Esq, - - ° = 


Carried forward 138 6 
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Brought forward $138 61 

from the children of the Rev. J. P. Fisher of Boothbay, (Me.) for educating 
children in India, « : “ . a " ’ 1 00 
ij. From subseribers in Lyndeborough, (N. H.) by the Rev. Nathaniel 


Merrill, - - - : _: - 15 01 
From Romeo Hoyt, a child at St. Albans, (Ver.) for a child to be named 
Romeo Hoyt, 2d. semi-annual payment, - - - - 15 00 
92. From the Female Association in Cornish, (N. H.) by Miss Betsey Cum- 
ings, Treasurer, *. ° ° . ee - 10 76 
From the Female Charitable Society of Windsor, Cron ae educating heathen 
youth, by Mrs. Naomi Mill, Treasurer, remitted by Deacon Coolidge, 26 25 
3. From the Heathen’s Friend Society in Wareham, for a child named Joan 
ExLioT, the second semi-annual payment, by Miss Hannah Burgess, Sec- 
retary, - - - - - - . 15 06 
05, From the School Fund Society in New Bedford, by Miss Agnes Ayres, 
Treasurer, - - - - ° ~ 26 46 
From a charity-box in Windsor, ° . ° - - 2 25 
From several children in Byfield, by the Rev. Dr. Parish, - - 212 
From the Juvenile Female Society of Boston,for Joshua D. Brainerd, the sec- 
ond annual payment, by Miss Emmeline Carleton, Treasurer, 30 0@ 
From the Harvard Female Auxiliary Association for educating heathen youth, 
for a child to be educated in the family of the American missionaries, to be 
pamed WarRREN Fay, out of respect to their pastor, - - 28 55 
50. From the Female Society in South Salem, (N. Y.) - 13 25 
From Mrs. Molly Mead, - - - : 2 Wam—15 25 
By the Rev. Elias Cornelius between July 28, and Sept. 15, for the missions 
and schools among the Cherokees, the following sums, viz. 
From contributions in Montgomery Court-house, (Md.) - 21 33 
From do. in the Presbyterian church in Leesburgh, ( Va.) - 39 50 
From Young Ladies society for educating heathen youth, - 20 00 
From contributions in the Presbyterian church in Winchester, 43 35 
From de. in Staunton, - - - . 45 16 
From contributions in the Presbyterian church in Tinkling Spring, ll 65 
From do. in the Presbyterian church called Augusta church, 50 08 
From do. in Brown’s meeting house, - - + 25 32 
From Mr. Williamson and others, + - - 5 00 
From Hon. Jacob Sworpe, . - : - § 00 
From contributions in the Presbyterian church in Bethel, 11 05 
From do. in the Presbyterian church in New Providence, 35 45 
From do. in Timber-Ridge church, - - . 31 00 
From do. in the Presbyterian church in Lexington, ° - 46 50 
From do. in High Ridge Presbyterian church, : : 14 31 
From do. in the Presbyterian church in Fincastle, - * 15 84 
From do. in Salem, . ° . ° . Q 87 
From do. in the Presbyterian Society near Fort Chissel, - 8 35 
From do. in the Presbyterian church in Knoxville, (Ten.) - 21 19 
From the following individuals in Kuoxvyille, viz. 
Rev. D. A. Sherman, - - - - 20 0 
Dr. J.C. Strong, = - : - : . - 20 00 + 
Mr. C. Morgan $10; Mr. J. Park 10; : - - 20 a0 . 
R. Morgan $10; dé: Campbell $0; - . a - 20 00 
D. Reller $10; J. Crosier 10; - ° ° 20 00 
Mrs. Humes 35; Miss M. R Cowan $5, - ~ ° 10 00 
Mr. J. Craighead $5; D. Bell $5, - 6 - 10 00 
Dr. King $5; Rev. T. H. Nelson $5, . . : 10 06 
A friend $5; Mr. Fryar $3, - . - 8 00 
Mr. Sutherland $3; Mrs. E. Formwolt $3, —- - ° 6 10 
Other individuals, - - . ; . 3 68 
From contributions in Marysville, - - - 5000 
From do. in the Shunem congregation, . - . 6 40 
Avails of jewelry sold at Knoxville, which had been contributed in the 
northern states principally for the heathen in India, ° 70 00~$753 81 


By the Rev. Ard Hoyt, for missions and schools among the Cherokee Indians, 
as follows; viz. 


Collected on his tour to Philadelphia, in May last, - - 167 2% 
Collections in Wilkesbarre and the Vicinity, - * 86 00 
Do. onthe way to Harrisburgh, ° e - 86 00 
Do. at Harrisburgh, ° ° ° . 102 75 
Do. at Carlisle, . ° . . - 108 75 
Do. at Lebanon and Wommelsdorf, - - 43 31 





Carried forward $594 06 $1,059 ge 
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Brought forward $594 06 $%1,05 99 





Do. at Reading, . - - s 65 00 

Do. at Lancaster, “ - - ~ 180 00 

Do. at Columbia, - - . . . ~ 83 38 

Do. at Donegal, - ” - . + - 58 50 

Do. at ple, - - - - - 114 27 

De. at Chambersburgh, - - - . - 38 90 

Do. at Greencastle and Mercersburgh, - - . 45 62 

Do. from Mercersburgh to Lewiston, . > - 14 00 

Do. at Lewistown, - - - - - - $6 39 

Do. at Mifflintown, : - - : “ 44 75 

Do. at Northumberland, and Sunbury, . - - 96 38 

Do. at Milton and Vicinity, . - - - 98 50 

Do. at Danville, - - . - - - 104 81H-1,618 & 
Total donations received in October, $3$,417 27. $2,678 65 


N. B. When no name of a state is mentioned, it will be understood that the place i: 
in Massachusetts Proper. 


JOURNAL OF THE BOMBAY MISSION, CONTINUED FROM P. 474, 


AucustT $1, 1816.—Yesterday and to-day the heathen have been engaged 
in one of their annual religious ceremonies. It is the worship of Gauri, one 
of the names of Parvate, or Luxumme, the goddess of wealth, and mother 
of Gunputtee. An image of the goddess is fitted up, clothed, ornamented, 
decked with flowers, and set in an armed chair, in such families as are able 
to have one, and the poorest people are obliged ta accommodate their god- 
dess with a piece of board, ora basket. Yesterday the image was made 
veady in their houses; and in the afternoon and evening there was, particu- 
larly among the lower sorts of people, abundance of music and dancing; 
males and females engaging in an indecent manner, and all accompanied 
with many instances of intoxication. 

This evening the images were carried in procession, with music and 
dancing, to the sea shore, and a great multitude of them being seated upon 
the beach, the people, with redoubled violence, by music, singing and danc- 
ing, performed their closing worship of the goddess. The processions 
were for along time coming and going; and each company, after worship- 
ping their image for the last time, stripped it of every thing which was oi 
any value, and threw the remainder into the sea. Thus closed a childish, 
absurd, degrading ceremony, which the deluded multitude believe to be 
pleasing to the Deity, and surely conducive to their temporal happiness. 
© that the day-spring from on high might visit them, and give them light, 
and guide their feet into the way of peace. 

Sept. 3d. The Brahmin brought a farewell note from Mr. W., who was on 
the point of embarking for Calcutta. Wehad hoped to make some further 
inquiries of him about Persia; but he leaves sooner than we expected. In 
addition to what has before been inserted, we have learnt from him the fol- 
lowing particulars. 

In Persia there are at present eight principalities: Eight of the king’s 
sons are governors in these principalities. But he has a much greater 
number of sons. | 

Tehraun is at present the royal residence, and the seat of government. 

Fabriez is the capital of the first principality, and the residence of the 
Prince Regent, who is an enterprising man. He sent to England for a print- 
ing press, which may prove a powerful engine in enlightening Persia. He 
is disciplining a large force, and will probably succeed to the throne. 

Hermanshaw is the second principality, and the Prince, (in whose employ 
was Mr. W.) is elder brother of the Prince Regent; but the former is the 
king’s son by a concubine, and the fatter by a lawful wife. 

. Mr. W. thinks that a spirit of general improvement is increasing in Per- 
sia. He said a prime minister lately inquired of an English officer, what 
would be the expense of translating the British Encyclonedia into Persian’ 
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When English gentlemen dine, even with the Persian nobility, they con- 
carm to the custom of the country; and sitting upon a carpet, they eat with 
their hands instead of knives, forks and spoons; which custom may perhaps 
furnish one reason for the eastern ccremony of washing the hands before 
eating. 

The account of Bagdad interested us the most. It isnow ina flourishing 
state, and contains, Mr. W. thinks, about 500,000 inhabitants. This im- 
mense population is composed of Arabs, Turks, Persians, Jews, and Chris- 
sans, Whoall enjoy a free toleration, and worship in their respective temples 
without molestation. What a noble station for missionaries! ‘The constant 
oerformance of religious worship by so many different sects, must have a 
great influence in weakening all uniavorable prejudices, and promoting a 
tolerant spirit. Here missionaries might take their stand in perfect safety; 
acquire either the Persian or Arabic language, or both; translate the Bible 
nto them; and, at the same time, be engaged in distributing the Armenian, 
‘Turkish, Persian, and Arabic Scriptures, so far as they might be ready for 
distribution. In how many ways they might do good among the numerous 
Christians of Bagdad! 

Mr. W. repeatedly expressed his firm belief, that the sentiments of the 
Persians are becoming far more favorable to the reception of Christianity. 
Lis expression was, ‘*They are tired of their own religion.” : 

Of all the great cities perhaps Bagdad is the most eligible for a missionary 
station. How desirable, that such an important station should be occupied. 
May the Lord soon send forth laborers into this great field already white for 
harvest. 

5th. To-day finished the translation of the epistle to the Ephesians; 
which, perhaps, is as difficult to translate as any part of the Bibie. This 
epistle, but especially the first and second chapters of it, contains the fullest 
internal evidence that it was composed, designed, and suited for a people 
who had previously been thoroughly instructed in a knowledge of the Chris- 
tian doctrines. It is known, moreover, that this epistle was written about 30 
years after the Ephesian church was planted, and that this church was em- 
inent among the churches in Asia, for its doctrines, discipline, and purity. 
It needs but a little reflection to show, that it would be as contrary tothe na- 
ture and original design of this, (and the same may be said of several of the 
other epistles,) as it would be to sound reason, to put it, into the hands of 
idolaters, in the first instance, before they had received any previous instruc- 
tion in the knowledge of Christianity. In such a case, it would perplex, 
without instructing them, and would be likely only to discourage them frora 
attempting to understand the Christian Scriptures, In short, it would be 
like a treatise in the highest department of philosophy in the hands ofa 
school-boy, ignorant of the first principles of mathematics. 

6th. ‘To-day we have received a package of books and pamphlets from 
Serampore, which were chiefly translations and accounts, relative to the 
Baptist mission. 

7th. Received a letter from brother Nott, dated London, 18th of May. 
The bearer of it was Mr. Homer, a Wesleyan Methodist missionary, whe 
is to settle in Bombay, or in its vicinity. We rejoice at the arrival of another 
fellow laborer to strengthen our hands in the great anc common cause. 

_ 10th. Received a parcel from London directed tous by Mr. Nott, contain~ 
‘ng a number of English pamphiets, &c. of a religious nature, which afford 
us much pleasure. 

13th. To-day received a kind letter from Mr. Thomason, saying, that 
the screw of the printing press, and the ink had been ordered to be prepared 
according to our request, and that they would be forwarded to us as soon as 
finished. 

20th. To-day informed by Mr. Skinner, who is now in Bombay, of the 
arrig@l of six missionaries in India from the London Society. Their names 
are Samuel Render, W. Reeve, H. Townley, J. Keith, Mr. Knill, and Mr. 
Mead. 

30th. This day is called Dussorah. It isa great and annual holiday of 
the Hiadoos. The mass of the Hindoo population, in the latter part of the day, 
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assemble to worship a certain tree called the Shumee. There is but one 
tree of the kind on the Island. It stands directly behind one of their larges 
temples. 

‘This tree derived its divinity from the following circumstance. Wher 
Ramchundra, the seventh incarnation of Vishnu, made war upon the de. 
mons, and returned in triumph from his conquest over them, he hung all his 
conquering arms upon the Shumee tree. Hence the foolish Hindoos fancy, 
that by worshipping this tree, they secure to themselves victory over thei 
enemies, and success in all their enterprises. 

Between three and four o’clock in the afternoon, the people begin to crowd 
together. Every man and boy appears with a lock of a certain kind of 
grass in his turban. They purchase of the multitude of venders who are 
on the spot, some little twigs of a particular shrub, also flowers, grass, &, 
Most of the people then go around prostrating themselves to each of the 
numerous idols in the adjacent temples. After this they approach near the 
tree. But before the offering is presented, a certain ceremony is performed 


over it by a Brahmin; and then it is cast at the roots of the tree, and» 


every person is careful to carry away in his turban a small piece of the 
tree as though it possessed some invaluable efficacy.* 

In places where this particular tree is not to be found, if trees of another 
kind be substituted, and duly worshipped, the ceremony is valid. 

The occasion offered a favorable opportunity of addressing a considerable 
number of the people on the absurdity and guilt of worshipping a tree in- 
stead of their Maker. They, in general, seemed easily convinced of both 
the absurdity and guilt of such worship, and could offer no better excuse 
than the custom of tieir ancestors, and the practice of the people. 

The rainy season is now past, and our daily labors among the people, it 
our health is continued, will become more extended. During the heavy 
rains they have, in some degree, beeninterrupted; though but few days have 
passed, in which we have not addressed more or less of the heathen, on the 
great concerns of their souls. O that we could record the conversion of 
some of them from their dumb idols unto the living God. May we submis 
sively wait the Lord’s time, and in the mean while labor and not faint. 

To-day we have written to Dr. Worcester, (No. XIV.) also to Mr. Evarts, 
enclosing our accounts for the last quarter. 

Oct. 3d. Finished tae translation of the epistle to the Romans. 


* Mahadave and his consort Parvate, with a view to do good to mankind, quitted 
their divine abode on Cuilasa, and proceeding towards the north, alighted on the summit 
ef the Vishada mountains, where they found the Devatas ready to receive them, with 
a numerous retinue of celestial nymphs, and heavenly choristers. Mahadave was so 
struck with the beauty of some of the psaras, and his looks were so expressive of his 
internal raptures, that Parvate, unable to conceal her indignation, uttered the most vir- 
ulent reproaches against him. Conscious of the impropriety of his behavior, Mahadave 
used every endeavor to pacify her; he humbled himself; he praised her; and addressed 
her by the flattering appellation of Maha-chuga; but to uo purpose. She hid herself 
in the hollow and trunk of a Sumi tree and performed T'apasua, (an austere devotion,) 
for the space of nine years; when fire springing from her pervaded with rapid violence, 
the whole range of mountains, insomuch that men and animals were terrified, and fled 
with the utmost precipitation. Unwilling that her devotion should prove a cause of dis- 
tress to the animal creation, she recalled the sacred flame, and confined it in the Sumi 
tree. She made the hollow of that tree her place of abode and dalliance; and hence she 
is called Sumi-rama; or she who dallies in the Sumi tree. 

The fugitives returning, performed the Puja in adoration of her, with songs in het 
praise. ‘The flame confined in the Sumi tree still remains in it; and the Devatas are 
highly delighted with the fire which is lighted from the Arani, (or cubic wood of that 
tree.) The Arani is the mother of fire, and is produced from the Sumitree. From 
that time, this sacred tree gives an increase of virtue, and bestows wealth and corn. Ia 
the month of Aswina, or Cooar, the tenth of the first fifteen days of the moon is kept 
holy, and poojah is made to Sumi-rama, and to the Sumi tree, and those who perform 
it obtain the object of their desires. This sacred rite I have hitherto kept eoncealed 
from the world, says Mahadave, but now I make it known for the good of mankind; and 
wheseever performs it, will be vietorious over his enemies for the space of one year. 

Asiatic Researches- 
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92, Four days from yesterday are Hindoo holidays called the Dewally. 
jt is atime of general merriment and festivity. “The people appear in their 
ravest ornaments and attire. Houses and shops are garnished. <A variety 
of fireworks are blazing in every direction. ‘Che main streets of the town 
are brilliantly illuminated. The front and open rooms of shops and houses 
on either side of the way are decorated with a great variety of paintings. 
Here are seen crowded into the same little shop fine paintings of kings, em- 

erors, statesmen and warriors of Europe, also the most distinguished 
characters of Asia; while in the same group are others ugly in the extreme, 
and shamefully obscene. In the evening great numbers of people are 
strolling about the streets, and gazing at these paintings. 

Thus festivalis the close of the commercial year. All book accounts are 
adjusted, and a new series commenced. 

Lhe following origin is assigned to this festival. A demon by the name 
of Nurkasure, furious and mighty to destroy, began to spread distress and 
devastation among all the gods, the cows, Brahmins, holy men, and the 
sacred rites of religion. Upon this emergency, all the holy men repaired to 
Indra and implored his interference. Indra was moved with compassion, 
and interceded with Krishnu who was also propitious, and, mounting his 
eagle, his accustomed vehicle, he encountered the demon, wrought prodi- 
sies of valor, and the demon falling before him, implored a blessing frona 
iis invincible conqueror. Krishnu granted his request, and ordained, that 
annually, on this month, four days should be consecrated to his honor; and 
that whoever, on these days, shall perform the instituted rites of anointing 
and feasting, shall find happiness; and whosoever shall neglect them shall 
inherit misery. 

27th. It now appears that the Island of Madagascar has been annexed 
tothe British crown, as one of the dependencies of Mauritius, (the Isle of 
France.) Itis to be hoped, that it may prove favorable tothe introduction 
of Christianity among the unenlightened millions of that immense Island. 

30th. To-day is called Yakadussee by the Hindoos. It is the name of 
one of their goddesses, to whom the day is consecrated. The goddess be- 
came incarnate and destroyed a demon who was distressing the world by 
his infernal violence. When she had destroyed the monster, it was or- 
dained, that the joyful event should be commemorated by one day annually 
devoted to religious ceremonies, performed in honor of the triumphant god - 
dess. ‘The day is said to be observed throughout India. The people fast, 
or pretend to fast, twenty-four hours, perform extraerdinary ablutions, and 
visitand worship the image of the goddess. The people of Bombay per- 
form a pilgrimage to a holy village called Wallakashwer, which is at tlie 
south western extremity of the Island. They do not go to this place be- 
cause there are not images of the goddess in other places, but because the 
image in this place is supposed to be of pre-eminent virtue. It is of stone 
and they say that it was not wrought by human art, but that it sprung spon- 
taneously out of the ground. They pretend to say the same of images of 
many of their other gods. But many of them are so sensible of the ab- 
surdity of it, that they cannot avoid laughing when it is mentioned. Who 
ever dies on this day is sure, say the Hindoos, to escape all future births, 
and to become absorbed in the Deity. 

(To be continued.) 


ABSTRACT OF THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FEMALE 
TRACT SOCIETY OF BOSTON AND ITS VICINITY. 


TuHIs Society was formed at a period when great exertions were making to 
€stablish numerous societies for disseminating the precious truths ef the Gos- 
pel, Consequently the calis on charity were frequent and imperious. Although 
during the past year we have experienced various discouragements, duty 
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demands that we acknowledge with gratitude the smiles of heaven on oyr 
feeble endeavors, and implore the divine wisdom and direction. 

Immediately after the organization of this society» sixteen collectors for 
Boston and its vicinity were appointed, most of whom have attended to the 
duties assigned them. From their exertions the amount of subscriptions ang 
donations in the first year is $203 91; and when it is recollected that the 
annual subscription is only 25 cents, and that much the largest number of 
subscribers de not contribute more than this, the sum reflects great credit on 
the collectors, and evinces how much may be done by the united contriby- 
tions of many, although the individual bestows less than one half cent per 
week. 

As each subscriber is entitled to receive one half the amount of subscrip. 
tion in tracts, the number of copies distributed is not accurately ascertained; 
but on an estimate ef the number of sheets printed, nearly all of which are 
distributed, we find that more than 5,000 have been circulated in the short 
time since the organization of this society. The reading of these by such a 
number of persons as receive them, and the fact that one tract sometimes 
passes through several hands, affords ground of belief that much good has 
been done, and inthe animating prospect of future success must stimulate us 
to future exertions to continue and extend the benefits which we trust will 
flow from this institution. 

Of the tracts purchased many have been received from New York, some 
from Philadelphia, and correspondencies established that will facilitate our 
receipts of further supplies from these cities, by which we may greatly in- 
crease the variety and utility of these productions. 

The donation of a tract considered independently of all consequences seems 
but a trifle; but it is humbly hoped that in the distribution great good results 
to the giver and receiver. Reading what is to be given before the gift is 
bestowed, has not unfrequently excited an attention to divine truth, which has 
been as evidently blessed to the opulent who confer the favor, as to the poor 
recipients of so easy a bounty; thus both partake of a treasure which can 
neither be purchased by affluence nor lost by poverty. 

Though we have not the happiness to relate any particular instance of the 
benefits of tracts, which indeed the recent origin of our efforts does not war- 
rant us toexpect; yet we confidently hope that many here and hereafter will 
have reason to praise God for the humble labors of this society. From the 
distribution of these faithful monitors how many warnings, reproofs, and in- 
structions have been conveyed to the minds of the ignorant and thoughtless 
How often have these silent preachers entered the abodes of wretchedness, 
and directed the attention of their miserable inhabitants to mansions of pur- 
ity and bliss: and how frequently have they been the means of leading the 
hoary headed sinner and child to inquire “‘what they must do to be saved.” 

Be encouraged, Christian friends, to increase your activity in using efficient 
means to increase the funds of this infant society, that with these weapons, 
placed by Providence in our hands, we may lend our aid to stem the torrent 
of human depravity, and confound the sophistical arguments of the infidel; 
that we may look forward with delight to that period when “the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”’ Let us 
who have freely received freely give, remembering that “‘it is more blessed t¢ 


give than to receive.” 
CORBAN SOCIETY. 


The following notice is extracted from the Recorder by request of the officers of the 
Society. ] 


Since the establishment of this Society in 1811, by a few benevolent ladies 
in Boston, ninety-seven candidates for the ministry have been assisted by 1ts 
liberality; #i/ty of whom are now engaged in the ministry; and some of them 
now occupy the most important and responsible situations in our country. 
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During the present year twenty-two young gentlemen, candidates for the 
ministry, have been assisted by the Society. “They have received in clothes 
and money, $253 77. Indeed, such have been the blessings of Providence 
upon the society, that they have been enabled to supply the wants of every 

licant. 

+The whole number of members, which have joined the Society since its 
formation is oze hundred. It at present consists of eighty-five members; 
seven of whom have been added during the past year. Its whole income 
since its formation, amounts to $2,114, 02—an honorable testimony indeed of 
the liberality of its members, and the generosity of its friends. he income 
during the past year in subscriptions, donations in clothing, and money from 
individuals in Westboro’, Brookline, and Boston, have amounted to $60. A 
permanent fund of $200 has been established. 

We are happy also to state, that, during the past year, an act of incorpo- 
ration has been obtained; so that individuals, who are desirous of increasing 
the permanent fund, can now do it with more security from civil authority. 

Among the numerous benevolent institutions of the past year, we are happy 
to learn of the establishment of the Graham society. This is peculiarly grati- 
fying to our feelings, as it extends its liberality to young men of piety in all 
stages of their education; whereas the Corban is confined to persons study- 
ing divinity. 

he utility of these, and similar societies, cannot be fully estimated, except 
by those, who are acquainted with the effect of poverty in depressing the 
mind, and incapacitating it for vigorous exertion. Not unfrequently, we see 
the exertions of a young man palsied by the efforts he is necessitated to make, 
not merely for a reputable appearance in society, but also for those things 
which are necessary for his comfort. A student, who receives assistance 
from such sources as these, will feel himself obligated to devote his time more 
unreservedly to the great cause, in which he is engaged. 

Hardly can we suppose that heart softened by the influence of vital piety, 

which is ungrateful for the favors it receives, either to the persons who dis- 
tribute them, or the Author of all good, whence they emanate. Let those 
then, who have experienced the liberality of this society, see that their grati- 
tude is not the passing shadow of a summer’s cloud. They are bound, by 
every tie of gratitude and love, to be wholly devoted to the great work of the 
ministry. 
_ If there are individuals, who are desirous of contributing to this object either 
in money or clothes, we think it would be advisable to do it by means of this 
society.* For, possessing more extensive information, the society would bet- 
ter know the wants of individuals; and the persons, who partook of their lib- 
erality, would not have those finer feelings of sensibility hurt, or that nobler 
principle of independence destroyed, which might be the effect of dependence 
on individual bounty. 

To the society much praise is due for their kindness and generosity; but for 
a recompense we can only point them to that day, when a ‘‘cup of cold water 
given in the name of a disciple,” shall receive its eternal reward, 


INSTALLATIONS. 


‘The foilowing notices were communicated \soon after she events took place; but the 
paper wae accidentally mislaid. As they contain intelligence in some respects particue 
larly interesting, they are inserted at this late period. | 


On the 20th of August last, the Rev. Carts Ksieet was installed over the Congre- 
gational Church and Society in Franklin, Delaware county, (N. Y.) The introductory 
prayer, the charge to the pastor and to the people by the Rev. Stephen Fenn, of Harp- 
ersfield; Sermon by the Rev. Isaac Garven, of Butternnts; from 2 lim. iv, 1, 2; installing 
prayer by the Rev. Isaac Headly, of Walton; Right hand of fellowship by the Rev. Joba 
Morse, of Unadilla; Concluding prayer by the Rev. David Harrower, of ‘l'renton. 


* Miss Exisanxta Haskins, Ransford’s Lane, is the agent of the society for the rgseipt 
sf all donations and subscriptions. ' 
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On the Ist of October, in Raymond, (N. H.) the Rev. Sterne Barrky. The Rey 
Mr. Wells, of Deerfield, made the introductory prayer; the Rev. Mr. Abbot, of Green. 
land, delivered an appropriate discourse from the 2 Timothy ii, 24 and 25; the Rev. M, 
Prentice, of Northwood, made the consecrating prayer; the Rev. Mr. Holt, of Epping. 
save the charge; the Rev. Mr. Jones, of Candia, gave the right hand of fellowship; and 
the Rev. Mr. Abbot, of Hampton-falls, made the concluding prayer. The singing was 
excellent, and all the performances were such as to command the profound attention of 
very large audience. The Congregational Church and Society in Raymond have lone 
been deprived of the stated ministration of the sacred word, but at length the Lord has 
heard their prayers, and given them a Pastor in whom their hearts are well united. 

The Rev. Josera Trear was installed at Sharon, Portage County, (O.) on the 9% 
Sept. The several parts of the solemnity were performed by the following ministers, 
The Rev. Joseph W. Curtis, a Missionary from the Hampshire Miss. Soc. made the 
introductory prayer; Rev. John Seward, of Aurora, preached the sermon, from t Tim. 
othy iii, 1; Rev. Luther Humphrey of Burton,made the consecrating prayer; Rev. Cale) 
Pitkin, of Charleston, gave the charge to the Pastor; Rev. Wm. Tianford of Hudson, 
gave the right hand of fellowship; Rev. Harvey Coe, of Vernon, gave the charge to the 
people; and the Rev. Amasa Lomis, Missionary from the Miss. Soc. of Connecticut, 
made the concluding prayer. The seene was solemn and interesting; and the prospects 
for the Pastor and people seem to be flattering. It may be remarked, that the chare) 
in Sharon was formed in Becket, Mass. about seven years ago, and that they moved in a 
body to that town which was then an entire wilderness. 

[nsrTaLLep at Augusta, (N. Y.) Jan. 10th 1816, the Rev. Orrver Aven over the Con. 
eregational Church and society in that place. The public exercises of the oceasion were 
solemn and impressive. The Rev. Calvin Bushnell, of Vernon, made the introductory 
prayer; the Rev. Azel Backus, D. D. late President of Hamilton College, preached tte 
sermon from Heb. x, 25. ‘The Rev. Asahel S. Norton, of Clinton, gave the charge; the 
Rev. James Cells, of Westmoreland, gave the right hand of fellowship, and the Rey, 
David Kendall, the former minister of the Society, made the coneluding prayer. 

During the term of Mr. Avers’s ministry among the people, which is about one sear 
and nine months, the people have been remarkably blessed with copious effusions of the 
divine Spirit. By the power of the Holy Ghost accompanying the preaching of the doc 
trines of the cross,and in answer to the prayers of Zion’s friends,the Lord,by his gracious 
intluences, has come down like dew upon the mown grass, and like showers that water 
the earth. Old and young sinners, those who have been profligate and apparently con- 
firmed unbelievers, and some universalists, have been constrained, by the irresistible 
energy of divine grace, tothrow down the weaponsof their rebellion, and enlist under 
the bannerof King Immanuel. One bundred and thirty eight have been added tothe 
church, twenty-four of whom were received by letters from other churches. About 
thirty exhibit a hopeful evidence of conversion tothe truth and faith of the Gospel, who 
have not yet made a public profession; and two hundred and forty-four children and 
adults have received the seal of baptism. 

Thus when the Lord arises to build the waste places of Zion, he appears in his glory. 
May the angel of the covenant, flying in this auspicious day through the midst of heaven, 
extend his flight to the remotest bounds of his destination, and the knowledge of Christ 
be so diffused as to cover the earth as the waters fill the sea. 

In Sangerfit ld, (N. Y.) where the Lord has been spreading the triumphs of his vie- 
torious grace, in subduing the rebellious hearts of sinners, and in bringing them te 
bow to the sceptre of Christ, the Rev. Evans Brarps.ey, on the 10th July, 1816 was 
‘installed over the Congregational Church and Society. The respective parts of the 
solemnities of the oceasion were performed according to the following arrangerment. 
The Rev. Ezra Woodworth, of Madison, made the introductory prayer; the Rev. Joba 
Truair, of Sherburn, preached the Sermon from Acts xxvi, 17, 18; the Rey. Oliver 
Ayer, of Augusta, mace the installing prayer; the Rev. Publius V. Bogue, of Union 
Society in Paris. gave the charge; the Rev. John Eastman, of Hanover, gave the right 
hand of fellowship; and the Rev. Asahel S. Norton, of Clinton, made the concluding 
prayer. | 

Ap unusual soleranity during the whole service was manifested, by a numerous audi- 
tory. Sacred music was performed with ski!l and animation, and the happy unanimily 
of church and people presages cousequences highly favorable to the prosperity of that 
branch of Zion. 


DR. JORTIN’S OPINION OF MISSIONS, 


“Wr are taught to pray daily, that the kingdom of God may come; in which 
words we pray, that the gospel of Christ may flourish more and more, ol 
that the number of his servants may increase continually. But to pray for 
this is not enough. We canrot, indee?. pray for it with any sincerity, unless 
we use our best endeavoys to accomplish these pious wishes. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


IMPROVEMENT IN FIRE ENGINES AND PUMPS, 


Two young gentlemen of Charlestown, Mass. have recently taken out a patent foranew 
‘avention, which, as it is applicable to many purposes, they denominate an [mprovEMENT 
IN THE METHOD OF RAISING WATER AND OTHER FLUIDS, _ 

Among the most important articles, to which this invention can be applied, are Sire 
engines and pumps. The mechanism is very simple, and has already beca subjeeted te 
several experiments, the result of which is quite satisfactory. 

A fire eugine, constructed upon the principles of this invention, is thought to possess the 
following advantages. It can be furnished at half the expense of any engine heretofore 
ysed. It is worked with much less friction than the common engine, and of course needs 
lese power to keep it in operation. It is easily kept in repair; and can be repaired or con- 
apucted originally by the common mechanics of a country village. It can be worked power- 
fully by half the number of men who are needed to work the common engine. Every 
onc of these advantages is deemed quite important. The best common engines hereto- 
fave used cannot be pat in operation without nearly a full complement of men; that is, 
from twelve to twenty, according to the size of the engine; whereas by the ald of the en- 
eine now invented, two men can easily throw a steady column of water upon the roof of 
an ordinary two story house, and four men upon the roof of an ordinary four story house. 
In arecent experiment, cight men threw three barrels of water 76 feet perpendicularly 
from the ground in a minute. 

It is supposed, that this invention will enable the inhabitants of country villages, and the 
owners of manufacturing estyblishments, easily to supply themselves with useful pre- 
servative against the loss of their property by fire. The usual objections against possess- 
ing fire engines in country villages are these. 1. The great expense of the original pur 
chase. 2. The frequency and expense of repairs. 3. The necessity of sending them toa 
eveat distance to obtain the necessary repairs, as Common mechanics are not sufficiently 
nice and skilful to meddle with the machinery. 

The great use in applying the same principle to pumps consists in its enabling them to 
discharge water with great rapidity. Qne of the pamps formed on this model, and worked 
by tour men, discharged 355 gallons in a minute. In large ships where many men could be 
employed at the pump, water could be raised from the hold with prodigious celerity. The 
easiest method of applying force with the human body is by a horizontal motion like that 
ofrowers. This motion is easily applied to the pump in question, The great desiderata 
in pumps for ships, as stated in Rees’ Cyclopedia, are, 1. ‘That as little power as possible 
should be lost in friction. 2. That the pump be not liable to leak or be choked. 3. That 
the water should be discharged as low as possible, and yet run off intothe ocean. 4. That 
the pump should be so constructed that a great number of men may be employed in work- 
ing it, All these advantages are supposed to be gained by the invention here noticed. 
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A Sermon preached in Durham at the ordination of the Rev. Federal Burt, June 18, 1817, 
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The first annual report of the Trustees of the Female Missionary Society of the West. 


ern District, presented September 2, 1817. 


Utica: William Williams. pp. 48. 


The constitution and laws of the Charitable Education School for the county of Liteh. 
field, with an address. New Haven: Nathan Whiting. pp. 18. 


PROPOSED CO 


NTRIBUTION. 


{cr was proposed in some of the public papers last December, that our churches and cop. 
gregations should have a contribution on the first Sabbath of the new year, with the de. 
sign of promoting the great religious charities now in operation. The proposal, however 
did not become extensively knewn in season; though it was adopted by a number of cop. 
gregations. The commencement of a new year is, on many accounts, a suitable occasion 
{i express a sense of the divine bounty by imparting liberally to the spiritual wants of the 


ignorant and destitute. 


POETRY. 


THE PROGRESS 


For the Panoplist. 


OF THE BIBLE. 


t. Go blessed nook, to man in mercy given,|7. Down the long vale where Mississippi 
Borne by an angel thro’ the midst of beaven,| flows, 


On wings of love to distant nations fly; 
Bear in thy bosom grace and peace to men, 
Bid rebel sinners turn to God again, 

And point the way that leads to joys on high. 


2. As on the day of Pentecost of old, 

With gift of tongues, thy myst’ries to unfold, 
By power divine the holy twelve endow’d, 

Spake to the audience in a language known 

By each astonish’d hearer, as his own, 


And fild with wonder all the list’ning’ 


erowd. 


$. So speak to nations; Iet the earth around 
In every language hear the solemn sound 
Of thy commission; bid the world attend; 
Let the vast erowds of dying sinners know 
The fatal sooree whence all their miseries 
flow, 
And kindly guide them to the sinner’s 
Friend. 


4. From Nova Zembla to the torrid zone 
Let every kingdom thy blest influence own, 
The midland nations and the southern 
shores; 
The numerous isles that swarm in ev'ry sea, 
To thy commands let these submissive be, 
Till ev’ry soul the God of heaven adores. 


‘Thy healing balm shall soothe a thousand 
woes, 
The mingled tribes shall own thy skill divine; 
__On jetty slaves beneath the torrid sun 
[hy milder beams shall come propitious 
down, 
And even these to theix, hard lot resign: 


8. Hark! From the vast Pacific on the breeze 
Comes a sweet whisper; ’tis a note of praise; 
| ‘Thy sacred truths have found their silent 
wa 

‘Full many a league across the swelling tide, 
In good Pomarree’s friendly breast reside; 
His subjects now thy just commands obey. 





9. Eastward thy flight on Afric’s tawny race 
Descend the showers of thy reviving grace; 

PoorHoitentots and Caffrees own thy name; 
‘These tate degraded filthy tribes of earth, 
\By thee renew'd assert their heavenly birth, 
| “The robe of Christ now hides their guilty 
shame. 





10. Great Vander Kemp among the savage 
hordes 

Of Bushmen here thy heavenly course 4f- 
fords 


Long faithful aid; but now his chargeresigns 
‘He sleeps in faith. But in thy blessed way 


5. Go wing thy way along the frozen shore,|S¢it] moving on, the darkness turns to day; 
Where spread the tents of barren Labrador,’ Qp midnight realms thy cheering radiance 


And cheer the Indian in bis dreary cell; 
On Greenland snows, and Iceland’s frozen 
hills 
Beign to look down with life-restoring smiles, 
And bid content in ev'ry bosom dwell. 


6. Let roving Fartars, and Siberians feel 
‘Thy power benign the ills of life to beal, 
And guide their way toever blissful skies. 
See the wild Red-men round the northern 
lakes, 
Each catl’d by thee his weary chace forsakes, 


shines. 


11. Where the fam’d Ganges rolls his cop!- 
ons flodd, 
Defil’d with idols, gtuin’d with human blood, 
There the dark Hindoos leave their cast 
and own 
Their Shasters fables; but embracing thee 
From sin’s long slavery feel their souls are 
free; 
Their long songht peace is found in thee 
alone. 





And,taught by thee, pursues a nobler prize. 
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19, Bombay, Ceylon, the Coromandel coast 
Thy saving power and cheering influence frown; 
"boast, . The prince of darkness is compell’d to own 
There many a soul thy righteous law obeys.| Thy power, and quit his long usurp d throne, 
Burmah and China,with their pagan throngs,| Deep in the great abyss thy chain con- 
Shall soon unite in Zion’s joytul songs, fines him down. 
Yaught and inspir’d by thy propitious rays. 
17.In every clime that fecls the passing sun, 
13. When thro’ the cloud thy dazzling splen- Jehovah’s name, the sacred Three in One, 
dor breaks ; Felt in each heart, shall be by all ador’d. 
Mohammed’s empire to its center shakes, |Thro’ the long summer of a thousand years, 
And dreads the presage of a fatal fall. Warin’d by the Sun of righteousness, appears 
The Papal Beast before thy spreading light | A ripening harvest for creation’s Lord. 
Shrinks toa pigmy, and retires from sight, 
With power no more the nations to inthrall..18. My God, I thank thee that my lotis cast 
ln days so happy, and so near the last 
14. The seatter’d Jews, the tribes of Is-; Ofsin’s delusion, and of satan’s reign! 


rael’s race, Thy Son rever’d, the Holy Spirit sheds 


While satan’s empire trembles at thy 











The true Messiah shall at length embrace, |His showers of grace on our unwotthy heads, 
Impell’d by stubborn facts announe’d by} And thy blest word asserts its right again. 
thee; 
Then Jews and Gentiles, one illustrious band|19. Thy word, my Savior, whose resistless 
On the true olive shal! together stand, sway 
Tiy truth embracing, by thy truth made,The wide earth’s tenants shall at length obey, 
" free. : ‘That word, my sun, illumes my darkened 
mind, 
(5, Go, blessed Boox, thro’ all the earth|Subdues my heart, bows low my stubborn 
around | will, 
Let every kindred hear the joyful sound, —|Says to my boisterous passions, Peace, be still, 


Savior anointed! Peace on earth again! 
Tho’ sin and satan long and hard have striven; 
‘Vo sink the Church, and crush the Prince of 20. Eternal Spirit by thy quick’ning aid, 

heaven, The sacred word is our salvation made; 

The great Immanuel shall prevail, andj) ‘The blood-bought pardon to apply is thine; 

reign. By thee renew’d, by thee refin’d, we owe 
‘To thee the pledge of bliss, receiv’d below, 
16. From north to seuth, from east to west} And bliss eternal in the realms divine. 


thy flight Hoe, 
Shall clhace the shadows of the long dark .¥ay 15, 1817. 
night, 


And lays me happy, at thy feet resign’d. 





TO SUBSCRIBERS AND READERS. 


{tT was intimated, at the close of our last number, that a new arrangement, 
in reference to a part of our work, was in contemplation. This arrange- 
ment is as follows. 

The title of the work will be, after the present volume is closed, THE 
PANOPLIST AND MISSIONARY HERALD; and, in accordance with 
this title, the latter half of each number will be exclusively devoted to such 
religious intelligence, and such miscellaneous matter, as seem adapted to 
promote the cause of missions. This latter half will be issued in a separate 
form, and will be denominated THE MISSIONARY HERALD. Ie will 
be sent to the present subscribers for the Minor Panoplist, on the pre- 
sumption that, as the price and general object will be the same, the 
change willnot be unacceptable. If, however, any subscriber should notbe 
Wiling to take the work, he may withdraw his name, after the receipt of 
the first number, provided he returns that number to the publisher, or an 
agent, and gives immediate notice of withdrawing his subscription. 

One great advantage to be derived from this arrangement is, that a suit- 
able publication, directly and solely devoted to the missionary cause, will be 
furnished to the American Board of Commissioners tor Foreign Missions, for 
the purpose of maintaining a constant intercourse with the auxiliaries of the 
Board, and the friends of missions generally. We are authorized by the 

rudential Committee to offer a copy of the Missionary Herald to every 
Seciety er association, which shall pav 7welve Dollare annually into the 
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Treasury of the Board; and to every individual, who shall either give him. 
sclf, or collect from others, and pay over to the Treasurer, Zwelve Dollors 
annually. In making this offer, the Committee follow the cxampic of the 
Church Missionary Society in Great Britain, a Society whose affairs ap- 
pear to be conducted with great practical wisdom, as well as with animated 
zeal and enlarged benevolence. ‘The copies of the Missionary Herald thrs 
tlistributed will diffuse that information, which is absolutely necessary to the 
prosperity of the great religious charities now in operation. The friends of 
these charities will remember, however, that every Christian, who can af. 
ford the expense, (and there are comparatively few who cannot,) should be 
constantly supplied with some publication, which shall keep him well ac. 
quainted with the movements of the religious world, and the wants of the ig- 
norant and the destitute, of Jews, Mahomedans, and idolaters, of nominal 
Christians and benighted pagans. The copies, which are presented by the 
Board to societies, are designed rather to diffuse religious intelligence a: 
their meetings, and to furnish persons in narrow circumstances with the 
means of knowledge, than as a substitute for the copies taken by individuals 
for their own perusal and the use of their families. Can any Christian, a 
this period of the world, and in this age of religious exertion, remain cop. 
tentedly ignorant of what God is doing for his church, and of the peculiar 
duties, which are now imposed upon all the followers of Christ? Such con. 
tented ignorance can only be imputed to a deplorable want of Christian ip- 
struction, or a more deplorable disregard of Christian practice. 

The Missionary Herald will contain all the official papers of the Board of 
Foreign Missions, all the most interesting transactions of the missionaries in 
the service of the Board, and a complete list of donations to its Treasury; 90 
that contributors may have before them the evidence of the reception, ap- 
plication, and effects of their charity. It will also contain summary accounts 
of the doings of all the Bible and Missionary Societies in Christendom, so far 
as these accounts can be obtained and abridged. Revivals of religion, obituary 
notices ef missionaries and other distinguished friends of the missionary 
cause, and all kinds of religious intelligence, will impart a considerable va- 
riety to its contents. 

The number of pages will be fewer than those of the Minor Panoplist; but 
as the page will be emlarged, and as those kinds of type only will be used, 
with which articles of religious intelligence have heretofore been printed, 
more matter will be given to the reader than was given when the price was 
fixed, andthe Minor Panoplist was first published. The paper, also, will be 
of the same quality as that, on which the large Panoplist is now printed. 

We have said, that the latter half of our werk will constitute the J/issior- 
ary Herald, and have described its character. ‘he former half will contain,as 
the Panoplist has hitherto done, religious communications, miscellaneous dis- 
cussions, reviews, poetry, and such other articles, as are usually found ia re- 
ligious magazines. The page will be enlarged to the size of that in the Amer 
ican edition of the Christian Observer; and as the quantity of matter will be 
considerably increased, we think no subscriber will object to an advance o 
ten cents ayear in the price. ‘This advance is very inadequate to the increased 
expenses of the establishment; but as ‘wo dollars and a half is a couvenien: 
sum to be remitted by distant subscribers, who often pay for two volumes 4! 
a time, and as the increase is so small that no reasonable objection can b 
made to it, we have fixed upen that sum. 

While upon this subject itis proper to say, that many of our friends, who 
are best acquainted with the expenses and hazards of such a publication, 
havebeen convinced that the price ought to be three dollars ayear. It would 
then be as cheap, in proportion to the quantity of matter, as the Americal 
edition of the Christian Observer, though that is a mere reprint, without 2n} 
charge on account of editorial labor, and is genctrally considered as furnished 
to subscribers at a fair and reasonable price. 

Communications to the editor of the Panoplist, and ietters to the Treasare! 
of the American Boafd of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, may be left 4 
his house, No. 22, Pinckney Street, Boston, or at Mr, A rmstrong’s hookstor' 
No, 50, Cornhill, 
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